
Scan  to 
download or share 

CKM eMagazine in PDFGovernor Fifi Masuka Calls 

for Stronger 

DRC–Zambia Partnership        15

CMOC Expands DRC 

Kisanfu Mine with 

$1.08B Investment                   22

Prospect Resources Confirms 

Copper Mineralisation at 

Mumbezhi Project in Zambia 17

Inside this edition

Top Digital Mining News Platform for DRC & ZMB

CKM | November - December 2025

VOLUME 32 | ISSUE 06 | US$ 6,50

Mingomba Mining Hosts Inaugural 
Service and Suppliers Fair...

- Story on pg9

Ushering in a New Era of Collaboration in Zambia’s Copper Sector





Bell Equipment ………........
Macsteel ………..…….........
Rema Tiptop ………............
Zambezi Portland ………....
Solar Explochem ……….....
CKM Inhouse MI 2026….....
Blurock …............................
BSI Steel……........................
Prosteel DRC……................
CKM Inhouse promo .........
DGC Africa ........................

IFC

Page 7

Page 11

Page 12

Page 16

Page 24

Page 31

Page 32

Page 32

IBC

OBC

Join over 90K 
CKM Newsletter 

Subscribers
TODAY!

COVER STORY

Mingomba Mining Hosts Inaugural Service and Suppliers Fair……..

NEWS BRIEFS

Zambia Mining Stakeholders Applaud Reforms as Govt 

Advances Sector Growth and Transparency.....................................

DRC to Issue First-Ever $1.5 Billion Eurobond to Finance 

Infrastructure and Boost Connectivity .................................................

Zambia's Stock Market Leads Global Gains on Copper Boom ........

CORPORATE NEWS

Jubilee Metals Moves Forward with $90M Sale to Boost Zambian 

Copper Growth .....................................................................................

KCM Begins $63 Million Excavation for New Pump Station at 

Konkola Deep Mining Project………………..........................................

DGC TalentWorks: Building the DRC’s Future Through Skills, Dignity, 

and Human Potential ………..…...........................................................

Governor Fi Masuka Calls for Stronger DRC–Zambia Partnership 

to Drive Sustainable Mining and Local Value Creation……………....

Prospect Resources Conrms Copper Mineralisation at 

Mumbezhi Project in Zambia………………............................................

Bell Equipment Mining & Construction Introduces 

the G140 Grader to Zambia ..................................................................

Glencore in Talks to Sell Stake in DRC's Kamoto Copper and 

Cobalt Mine ……….................................................................................

Kansanshi Operations Centre Sets the Standard for 

Smart Mining in Africa ...........................................................................

CMOC expands DRC Kisanfu mine with $1.08B investment .............

copperbeltkatangamining.com | November - December 2025

9

5

6

7

8

11

13

15

17

18

19

20

22

Contents

 

ADVERTISERS INDEX

 



Publisher
Biju Makelele

Editor
Constance M

news@copperbeltkatangamining.com

Associate Editor
Pierre Kadimba

Editorial Contributor(s)
Johansen

 Majory

Graphics, Layout and Production 
Arnold’s Designs

designer@arnolds-designs.com

Advertising
advertising@copperbeltkatangamining.com

Kitwe Ofce
Near ECL Mall, Freedom Avenue

Kitwe, Zambia

Lubumbashi Ofce
Quartier Industriel 2, 

Lubumbashi,
Democratic Republic of Congo

Over 90 percent of CKM eMagazine is distributed 
digitally to thousands of mining professionals in 
Haut Katanga (DRC) the Copperbelt  and 
the Northwestern provinces of Zambia.

With over 39,000 downloads 
of the PDF e-magazine.

Over 90K CKM Newsletter Subscribers with 
over 160K LinkedIn Followers. With over 1million
impressions per month.

To advertise, publish your article or editorial

Contact: 
Call/ Whatsapp (DRC): +243 991 762231  
Call / Whatsapp (ZMB): +260 760 689669 
Email: info@copperbeltkatangamining.com 
 

Copperbelt Katanga Mining is a registered platform 
for SmartContacts Africa’s Ads4Comm promotion. 

Africa’s most cost effective advertising promotion with real ROI.
Get more information from info@smartcontactsafrica.com 

NEW MINING PROJECTS

Min'gomba Copper Project Set to Become One of the World's Richest Underground 

Copper Deposits………….......................................................................................................................

Zijin-Backed Katamba Mining Plans 108MW Hydropower  Upgrade to Support Major 

Lithium Production in Manono…………….............................................................................................

INTERNATIONAL

Andrada Mining Kicks Off Lithium Ridge Drilling Program in Namibia with SQM Partnership……..

Zijin Mining Plans $3 Billion Hong Kong IPO for Gold Unit Amid Record Prices ………… 26

Panama to Decide on Future of Cobre Panamá Copper Mine After Environmental Audit ……..

CONTRACTS, MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS

Sandvik Secures $41M Equipment Order for Khoemacau Copper Mine Expansion in Botswana..

Fomin Holds $25 Million Stake in DRC Gold Trading Amid Concerns Over Fund Use .....................

DRC and Hydro-Link Sign $1.5 Billion Deal to Power Mining Belt with Angolan Hydropower ........

Congo's Gécamines and ERG Seal New Mining Deal Amid Controversy ………………….…..........

DRC & ZMB LOCAL NEWS

Zambia Enacts Local Content SI to Boost Local Participation in the Mining Sector........................

Zambia Launches First Geological Survey Digital Store to Boost Mining Transparency 

and Investment …………………………..................................................................................................

DRC Mines Minister Calls for African Mineral Revolution ....................................................................

TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION

Former Glencore Recycling ChiefLaunches US Startup to Revolutionize 

Critical Minerals Processing....................................................................................................................

University of Kolwezi Launches Geological and Geochemical Mapping Training under 

FEF Project…..............................................................................................................................................

BATTERY METALS 

DRC Nickel Prices Fall 0.09% Amid Global Market Fluctuations ………….........................................

DRC's Chemaf Faces Closure as Global Battle for Cobalt Heats Up .................................................

ZCCM-IH to Establish Manganese Buying Centres in Luapula to Strengthen Zambia's 

Mineral Value Chain...............................................................................................................................

23

23

25
26
26

27
27
28
28

29

30
30

31

32

33
34

34

copperbeltkatangamining.com | November - December 20254



World Bank and DRC Strengthen Ties to 
Advance Inga Dam and Lobito Corridor

inance Minister Doudou Fwamba Likunde Li-Botayi met with Albert FZeufack, World Bank Regional Opera�ons Director, on Thursday to 
review ongoing coopera�on and prepare for the Democra�c 

Republic of Congo's (DRC) par�cipa�on in the Annual Mee�ngs in October.

The talks centered on strengthening the partnership, mobilizing new 
resources, and accelera�ng flagship projects such as the Inga Dam and the 
Lobito Corridor. Both ini�a�ves are considered strategically vital for 
unlocking growth, boos�ng energy produc�on, and enhancing regional 
integra�on.

Strategic Focus on Energy and Logis�cs

For analysts, this renewed momentum highlights the World Bank's 
determina�on to help the DRC transform its immense energy poten�al and 
logis�cal posi�on into genuine engines of development.

The Inga Dam project could provide massive hydroelectric capacity, while 
the Lobito Corridor railway is expected to significantly improve mineral 
exports and trade connec�vity with neighboring countries.

Governance Remains Key

However, experts cau�on that success will rely not only on financing but also 
on the DRC's capacity to maintain strong governance, ensure predictable 
policies, and foster a credible investment climate. Without these safeguards, 
the transforma�ve ambi�ons �ed to these projects may be difficult to 
realize.

he price of Congolese gold experienced a slight increase on Tinterna�onal markets, reaching USD 108.71 per gram for the week 

of September 1–6, 2025, up from USD 108.10 the previous week. 

This represents a modest rise of 0.56%, according to the Na�onal 

Commission of Mercuriales.

Although contained, this increase reflects the current stability of gold on 

global stock markets. The precious metal con�nues to serve as a safe haven 

amid economic uncertain�es and specula�ve market movements.

In the Democra�c Republic of Congo (DRC), gold remains a key pillar of the 

country's mining exports. Weekly market price updates provide an 

important reference for industry par�cipants, even though a significant 

por�on of gold transac�ons s�ll occurs outside formal channels.

Zambia Mining Stakeholders Applaud 
Reforms as Govt Advances Sector Growth 

and Transparency

takeholders in Zambia's mining sector have applauded recent Sgovernment reforms, including the repeal of the Mines and 
Minerals Act, calling them pivotal for transforming the industry.

Speaking at the Zambia Mining Conversa�on 2025, Inonge Mpupuni, 
Senior Partner of Investments at Buterla Investment Holdings, described 
the reforms as vital for revitalizing the mining sector and enhancing 
investment confidence.

She also commended the government-led geological survey, 
highligh�ng its poten�al to iden�fy and map Zambia's cri�cal mineral 
resources, thereby a�rac�ng targeted investments.

Aquila Ng'onga, Project Coordinator for Ac�onAid Zambia under the 
European Partnership for Responsible Minerals, welcomed the crea�on 
of gold trading centres, no�ng the move will improve market access for 
small-scale miners while enhancing transparency and efficiency in the 
gold trade.

Kidan Araya, Execu�ve Director of Pacific Africa, explained that the 
Zambia Mining Conversa�on was convened to explore sustainable 
solu�ons and foster greater collabora�on among stakeholders in the 
sector.

The event underscored the importance of strategic reforms in 
posi�oning Zambia as a compe��ve and responsible mining des�na�on 
in Africa.

Congolese Gold Price Sees Modest Up�ck 
Amid Global Market Stability

ickel, a cri�cal metal for ba�eries and the electromobility Nindustry, con�nued to gain ground in early September 2025. 
During the week of September 1–6, the price per ton reached 

USD 13,297.91, up from USD 13,180.61 the previous week—a modest 
increase of 0.88%, according to the Ministry of Foreign Trade price 
lis�ngs.
This steady rise reflects sustained global demand, driven by the energy 
transi�on and the growing adop�on of electric vehicles, where nickel is a 
key component in lithium-ion ba�eries.
Market analysts note that prices remain sensi�ve to supply fluctua�ons 
and decisions made by leading global producers, which can directly 
impact trading levels.
Industry experts highlight that nickel's strengthened posi�on as a 
strategic metal presents opportuni�es for stakeholders across the 
supply chain. At the same �me, they cau�on that the sector's growing 
technological demand could trigger rapid price vola�lity, requiring 
careful monitoring by investors and manufacturers alike.

Global Nickel Prices Rise as EV and 
Ba�ery Demand Boost Market
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inister of Mines and Minerals Development, Hon. MPaul Kabuswe, has urged industry leaders and 
investors to transform dialogue into ac�onable 

projects that will elevate Zambia from a mining country into 
a regional hub for value addi�on.

Speaking at a networking cocktail during the Mining and 
Investment Insaka on Monday evening in Lusaka, Minister 
Kabuswe underscored the government's vision of building a 
mining sector that not only extracts minerals but also refines 
them locally — crea�ng jobs and driving sustainable 
economic growth.

"Your presence here reflects the collec�ve determina�on we 
share to transform Zambia's mining landscape and unlock its 
full investment poten�al," he told a gathering of investors, 
policymakers, and industry execu�ves.

The Minister emphasised that informal discussions at such 
events o�en spark partnerships that translate into tangible 
investments and innova�ons. He encouraged a�endees to 
foster a spirit of collabora�on and ac�on ahead of the official 
opening of the Insaka by President Hakainde Hichilema on 
Thursday.

"Let the rela�onships formed here tonight con�nue in 
boardrooms and project sites, turning dialogue into delivery 
— delivery that drives value crea�on, job opportuni�es, and 
sustained economic growth for our na�on," Minister 
Kabuswe concluded.

DRC Seeks Strategic Investors to 
Develop Its Untapped Mineral Wealth

transform our resources into economic growth 
and social progress," Kabamba said.

He emphasized that the government seeks 
long-term partners who will invest not only in 
mineral produc�on but also in explora�on, 
infrastructure, and workforce development.

"We are home to the world's youngest 
popula�on, and we want investors commi�ed 
to building local capacity. Our beneficia�on 
strategy ensures strong returns through 
proximity to resources, special economic zones, 
and a skilled young workforce," he explained.

Kabamba also pointed to major opportuni�es in 

he Democra�c Republic of Congo T(DRC) is calling for interna�onal 
investment to unlock the 90% of its 

vast mineral resources that remain 
untapped, according to Louis Watum 
Kabamba, the country's Minister of Mines.

Speaking at African Mining Week 2025 in 
Cape Town, Minister Kabamba urged global 
industry leaders to partner with the DRC in 
driving sustainable mining growth and 
economic transforma�on.

"Ninety percent of our minerals are not yet 
exploited. The DRC is offering these 
opportuni�es to investors who can help us 

copper and iron ore, revealing that the DRC is 
l e ve ra g i n g  s ate l l i te  a n d  s p a� a l  d ata 
technologies  to  accelerate  greenfield 
explora�on, reduce costs, and improve 
resource mapping.

"We have 20 billion tons of iron ore—enough to 
supply steel for all of Africa. The con�nent must 
iden�fy its priori�es and focus on what truly 
drives regional growth," he stated.

The Minister underscored that cross-border 
coopera�on will be essen�al to unlocking not 
only the DRC's mineral poten�al but also 
Africa's broader mining ambi�ons, suppor�ng 
shared prosperity across the con�nent.

News Brief
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Paul Kabuswe Advocates for Mining 
Partnerships to Elevate Zambia as 
a Regional Value-Addition Hub

he United States and the Democra�c Republic of Congo T(DRC) have reaffirmed their partnership in the mining 

sector. On Wednesday, U.S. Ambassador Lucy Tamlyn 

emphasized her country's commitment to being a sincere and 

reliable partner to the DRC.

The ambassador delivered this message during a mee�ng with 

Minister of Mines Louis-Watum Kabamba in Kinshasa, where she 

also congratulated him on his recent appointment.

Ambassador Tamlyn praised the Congolese government's efforts 

to promote transparent and responsible management of the 

mining sector for the benefit of the Congolese people.

Their discussions centered on a shared vision of building a 

sustainable mining sector that aligns with interna�onal standards. 

Ambassador Tamlyn confirmed the United States' determina�on 

to con�nue close coopera�on with the DRC, including encouraging 

the entry and investment of American companies eager to explore 

opportuni�es in the country's mining industry.

The mee�ng also underscored the two na�ons' shared values of 

good governance, transparency, and mutually beneficial 

partnership — principles that remain at the core of their 

collabora�on in the mining sector.

U.S. Ambassador Reafrms Commitment 
to Sustainable Mining Partnership with DRC



ambia's main stock index has outpaced all others worldwide Zin August, climbing 14.3% as the country benefits from a 
copper boom.

The Lusaka Securi�es Exchange All Share Index is also the world's top 
performer in 2025, up nearly 56% in local currency terms.

When measured in U.S. dollars, the rally is even stronger at 84%, with 
only Ghana's index showing higher gains.

The surge is being fueled largely by Copperbelt Energy Corp. Plc 
(CEC), the company that supplies electricity to mines in Africa's 
second-largest copper producer.

CEC shares have jumped more than 75% this year, making it the first 
Zambian-listed company to surpass a $1 billion market 
capitaliza�on.

Zambia's Stock Market Leads Global Gains on 
Copper Boom

The firm also expects first-half earnings per share to grow by 
42%, according to a statement released Thursday.

Zambia's copper produc�on rose 18% year-on-year in the first 
half of 2025 to 439,644 metric tons. The government has set an 
ambi�ous goal of producing one million tons in 2025, supported 
by strong global demand. Copper prices remain steady at around 
$9,818 per ton on the London Metal Exchange.

The rally in copper and energy stocks has also strengthened the 
Zambian kwacha, which has appreciated 19% against the U.S. 
dollar this year—making it one of the world's best-performing 
currencies—as the na�on moves toward finalizing its long-
awaited sovereign debt restructuring.

News Brief

Macsteel 
Expands 
to a Bigger 
Better Location 
to Serve Southern Africa

acsteel Zambia a subsidiary of Macsteel Service Centres South 

MAfrica the largest distributor of steel in Africa with over 100 years 
wishes to announce that it is moving its` moving to new location at 

Vibhav, Kitwe -Chingola Road, Plot Number 2810, Kitwe, Zambia — a 
milestone that underscores its commitment to serving clients even better.

Macsteel Zambia continues to embrace the Macsteel group's vision by 
fostering innovation, and growth through consistently delivering the steel 
that builds businesses, communities, and futures.

This legacy of leadership is driven by a simple but powerful commitment: 
always putting the needs of clients rst. 

By understanding the demands of industries ranging from construction and 
engineering to energy and manufacturing, Macsteel has built a service 
model as dynamic as the markets it serves. 

Macsteel Zambia will continue to provide its current services at Vibhav Park 
among them Rolling of roong sheets, Flashings & ridges, proling of Quench 
& Tempered Plates, Band saw operations for Specialised steel from EN8-
20mm-290mm,EN19-20mm-320mm and cut and bend for Deformed bars for 
all sizes ranging from Y10-Y32.

Relocating to a bigger, better facility is not just a change in address; it is a 
strategic investment in the future. 

Contact: 
+260 969 769 112 
+260 963 473 570
sales@macsteel.co.zm

NEW LOCATION
Vibhav, Kitwe -Chingola Rd. 
Plot Number 2810, Kitwe, 
Zambia

Macsteel  
Expands 
to a Bigger 
Better Location 
to Serve Southern Africa

Pursuing Reinven�on



comprehens ive  copper  producer, 
targe�ng an annual output of 25,000 
tonnes. This will involve explora�on, 
mining, concentra�ng, and cathode 
refining through its three core business 
units: Roan, Sable, and the Large Waste 
Project.

Roan Opera�on: This facility processes 
waste, tailings, and previously mined 
material, primarily sourced from bought 
run-of-mine material with an average 
grade of 1.65% copper.

Over 85% of the copper concentrate 
produced is oxide copper, which is further 
refined at the Sable opera�on. Roan's first-
quarter produc�on for the 2026 financial 
year is on track to reach 915 tonnes of 
copper in concentrate.

Jubilee plans to add a dedicated copper 
leach circuit to recover superfine oxide 
copper, reducing losses in the process.

Sable Refinery: Currently undergoing 
expansion, Sable is set to increase capacity 
by the third quarter of the 2026 financial 
year to process approximately 14,000 
tonnes of copper units annually — 
including 11,500 tonnes of cathode and 
2,500 tonnes of copper-equivalent 
sulphide concentrate.

The expansion will support increased 
produc�on from the nearby Molefe and 
Project G mines. Jubilee is exploring joint 
venture opportuni�es for the Molefe mine 
and expects $5.5 million in further 
investment, to be funded from exis�ng 
resources and proceeds from the South 

ubilee Metals, listed on AIM and JAltX, has informed shareholders 
that the sale process of its South 

African chrome and pla�num group 
metal (PGM) business is progressing 
following shareholder approval on 
August 28. The company has already 
received the first tranche payment of 
$15 million.

In June, Jubilee announced its decision to 
divest its South African chrome and PGM 
opera�ons to focus en�rely on its growth 
opportuni�es in Zambia.

The company received a condi�onal 
binding offer from a private mining and 
metals trading company to acquire the 
South African chrome and PGM assets 
for up to $90 million. Payment will be 
made through a combina�on of upfront 
cash and deferred payments over three 
years.

Both Jubilee and the buyer have 
submi�ed the transac�on for approval to 
t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  C o m p e � � o n 
Commission. The remaining significant 
condi�on precedent is an audit-related 
requirement. Jubilee expects the sale to 
be completed by the end of the year.

Jubilee will retain its investment in the 
Tjate pla�num project in South Africa. 
Proceeds from the sale will provide the 
company with steady, non-dilu�ve 
capital, enabling it to advance its "three-
pillar strategy" in Zambia.

Jubilee's Three-Pillar Strategy

Jubilee aims to become a long-term, 
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African asset sale. Reloca�ng the Sable 
refinery closer to the mines is planned to 
reduce transport costs.

Large Waste Project: Jubilee is upgrading 
the project's resource defini�on to 
improve ore reclama�on designs for a vast 
historical rock dump. Near-final designs 
are expected by the end of the third 
quarter of the 2026 financial year.

Discussions with a poten�al funding 
partner are ongoing and expected to 
conclude before year-end. Jubilee 
acquired rights to this project for $18 
million, half of which has been paid. The 
company is developing separa�on 
techniques to pre-classify the site's 240 
million tonnes of surface material.

CEO Perspec�ve

Jubilee CEO Leon Coetzer highlighted that 
the three-pillar strategy strengthens 
opera�onal flexibility and mi�gates in-
country risks while crea�ng growth 
opportuni�es.

"Our Roan opera�on is performing to plan, 
processing about 30,000 tonnes per 
month of its installed 45,000 tonnes per 
month capacity. We have the op�on to 
increase throughput through expanded 
tailings processing and a new Roan front-
end, which will be considered a�er the 
upcoming ra iny  season,"  Coetzer 
explained.

The company plans to publish its first-
quarter opera�onal results for the 2026 
financial year within the next four weeks.

Corporate News

Jubilee Metals Moves Forward with 
$90M Sale to Boost Zambian Copper Growth



producers in Zambia, and that alone will 
significantly change the economic trajectory of 
this country.”

Makayi, one of Zambia’s most prominent 
female mining execu�ves, emphasized that 
Mingomba’s mission is deeply aligned with 
KoBold Metals and ZCCM-IH, the state-owned 
mining investment company.

Together, they aim to deliver what she called 
“one of Zambia’s greatest mining projects 
ever” a world-class copper opera�on poised to 
drive na�onal revenue and industrial growth.

Minister Kabuswe Commends Mingomba’s 
Collabora�ve Approach and Highlights Local 
Content Framework

Gracing the occasion, Minister of Mines and 
Minerals Development, Hon. Paul Kabuswe, 
commended Mingomba Mining Limited for 
demonstra�ng how responsible mining 
investment can deliver both community 
impact and economic growth.

He cited Mingomba’s contribu�on to 
improving infrastructure in Kawama Township, 
including the construc�on of a modern 
secondary school and the development of a 
new bituminous access road, as examples of 
how corporate investment can enhance 
quality of life in host communi�es.

“What we’re seeing in Kawama shows the 
power of partnership,” Hon. Kabuswe said. 
“When industry invests with a long-term view, 
host communi�es thrive, and the society 
becomes even stronger.”

He noted that such ini�a�ves complement the 

 landmark event reshapes supplier Ae n ga ge m e nt  a n d  s et s  a  n ew 
benchmark for collabora�ve mining 

in Zambia

Mingomba Mining Limited, a joint venture of 
KoBold Metals and ZCCM-IH, launched its 
first-ever Service and Suppliers Fair, a 
landmark event that signals a bold new 
chapter for Zambia’s mining industry.

Held in Chililabombwe, the two-day gathering 
brought together hundreds of contractors, 
entrepreneurs, government officials, and 
industry leaders to explore partnership 
opportuni�es as the company advances 
toward full-scale mine development.

For Mingomba and its parent company 
KoBold Metals, a California-based explora�on 
and technology firm, the fair was more than a 
networking event.

 It was a declara�on of intent: to build one of 
Zambia’s most advanced copper mines 
through innova�on, transparency, and 
inclusive local par�cipa�on.

“It Starts Here”: A Vision for Shared 
Prosperity

Addressing a packed auditorium of suppliers, 
contractors and business leaders, Mingomba 
CEO Mfikeyi Makayi delivered a powerful 
message of purpose and progress.

“It starts here. This is what good business 
looks like if we set the founda�ons right from 
the very beginning,” she said. “The mining 
sector in Zambia is back and it’s be�er.

We will be one of the largest copper 

government’s goal of ensuring mining 
opera�ons create las�ng value beyond the 
mine site, reinforcing investor confidence 
t h r o u g h  c o l l a b o r a � o n  a n d  s o c i a l 
sustainability.

Local Content SI: Strengthening Zambia’s 
Supply Chain Compe��veness

Hon. Kabuswe emphasized that Zambia’s new 
Local Content Statutory Instrument (SI) 
represents a significant step toward building a 
more inclusive and resilient mining economy.

“This framework is about enabling Zambians 
to par�cipate meaningfully in the mining 
value chain while maintaining a business 
environment that a�racts and retains 
investment,” he said.

Under the new SI, mining companies are 
expected to allocate at least 20% of their total 
procurement spend to local suppliers, a figure 
that will progressively increase to 40% as 
capacity strengthens.

“It’s a structured, predictable system that 
benefits both investors and local enterprises,” 
Hon. Kabuswe explained. “For investors, it 
provides clarity and confidence. For local 
suppliers, it creates a pathway for growth and 
partnership.”

He added that the framework was developed 
collabora�vely with the Chamber of Mines 
and industry stakeholders to ensure 
efficiency, compe��veness, and transparency 
across the mining supply chain.

“This is not about restric�on, it’s about 
inclusion,” Kabuswe said. “We’re crea�ng an 
ecosystem where local par�cipa�on and 
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For years, Zambian SMEs have struggled to 
compete with larger foreign firms for mining 
contracts.

By posi�oning the Service and Suppliers Fair as 
an open, inclusive marketplace, Mingomba is 
se�ng a new benchmark for local content 
integra�on.

The company’s rapid growth underscores its 
momentum. Since its incorpora�on in 
December 2022, Mingomba has expanded 
from zero to nearly 700 workers, including 
contractors, a testament to the pace of 
explora�on and the an�cipated pace of site 
development.

Among its technical milestones: drilling 
Zambia’s deepest borehole at 2.7 kilometers 
and comple�ng over 120,000 meters of drilling 
cri�cal steps in defining the Mingomba ore 
body and preparing for mine construc�on.

Preparing for the Next Phase: Sha� Sinking 
and Beyond

With explora�on nearing comple�on, 
Mingomba’s next major focus is now sha� 
sinking,  a complex, four-year engineering 
process se�ng up infrastructure that will 
unlock the ore body and catalyze a wave of 
business and employment opportuni�es.

“If you’re sinking a sha�, you need to prepare 
the ground. You will need operators, dump 
trucks, cement, steel, aggregates,” Makayi said. 
“We wanted people to understand what the 
next 12 to 18 months will look like so they can 
posi�on themselves accordingly.”

The fair  became a space not just for 
networking, but for educa�on and strategic 
alignment. Local entrepreneurs, in par�cular, 
welcomed the clarity and foresight offered by 
the event.

Makayi also addressed the logis�cal reali�es of 
opera�ng in the Copperbelt, especially for 
i n t e r n a � o n a l  fi r m s  u n fa m i l i a r  w i t h 
Chililabombwe.

world-class opera�ons can coexist and 
reinforce each other.”

He encouraged suppliers to focus on quality, 
fair pricing, and �mely delivery, no�ng that 
these standards are essen�al to building 
Zambia’s reputa�on as a reliable mining 
des�na�on.

“We want our local businesses to meet 
interna�onal standards,” he concluded. 
“That’s how Zambia will con�nue a�rac�ng 
high-quality investments and ensuring shared 
success across the sector.”

A  P l a � o r m  f o r  O p p o r t u n i t y  a n d 
Transparency

The fair served as a strategic bridge between 
Mingomba’s opera�onal roadmap, and the 
ecosystem of suppliers and service providers 
needed to realize it.

From civil works and logis�cs to energy, real 
estate, and hospitality, the event showcased 
the breadth of opportuni�es available  and 
the company’s commitment to fair and 
transparent procurement.

“We are moving rapidly toward mine 
development and construc�on,” Makayi said 
in a post-event interview with Copperbelt 
Katanga Mining. “It was important to prepare 
the market for what’s coming and to be open 
about how we’ll engage suppliers over the 
next 12 to 24 months.”

As  the  company  enters  a  four-year 
infrastructure phase, the fair was designed to 
outline upcoming scopes of work, invite 
feedback, and ensure that both local and 
interna�onal  businesses understand 
Mingomba’s procurement standards and 
expecta�ons.

Tiered by Need, Not Size

Mingomba’s inclusive approach was evident 
in how it structured supplier engagement. 
Rather than categorizing companies by size or 
origin, suppliers were grouped according to 
opera�onal needs from aggregate supply and 
accommoda�on to workforce management 
and transport logis�cs.

“This prac�cal alignment helps contractors 
an�cipate demand and ensures that Zambian 
SMEs can find their place in the value chain,” 
Makayi explained.

S h e  a l s o  o u t l i n e d  ke y  c o m p l i a n c e 
requirements, including Zambian company 
registra�on, adherence to health and safety 
standards, and alignment with the Ci�zens 
Economic Empowerment Commission (CEEC) 
framework, which promotes local ownership 
and par�cipa�on.

“We expect companies to meet basic legal 
and ethical standards,” she said. “For semi-
skilled and unskilled labor, we expect 
companies to hire from within the community 
and invest in local talent.”

A New Standard for Local Content

Cover Story

copperbeltkatangamining.com | November - December 202510

“Some companies know Ndola or Kitwe, but 
not Chililabombwe,” she noted. “You need to 
drive here,  to understand what it means for 
your service delivery. It’s about learning the 
environment you’ll be opera�ng in.”

Building an Ecosystem, Not Just a Mine

Beyond contracts and tenders, the fair 
reflected a  broader  phi losophy:  that 
sustainable mining is rooted in collabora�on, 
local growth, and shared value.

“This is a way to build business, rela�onships, 
and networks,” Makayi said. “We hope this 
becomes an annual event, one that’s beneficial 
for everyone.”

Looking ahead, she was clear about what 
success would look like.

“Five years from now, success for the 
Mingomba project means we are moving into 
produc�on. We will have completed our mine 
development, sunk our sha�, built our process 
plant, and begun ramping up produc�on. That 
will be the highlight  contribu�ng to Zambia’s 
economy, paying taxes, and crea�ng las�ng 
impact.”

A Transforma�onal Model for Zambia’s 
Mining Future

As global demand for cri�cal minerals 
intensifies, Zambia is emerging as a strategic 
fron�er and Mingomba Mining is se�ng a new 
benchmark for how resource development can 
be executed: transparently, inclusively, and 
with enduring na�onal impact.

For CEO Mfikeyi Makayi and her team, this 
event is the founda�onal phase of a long-term 
vision. The partnerships being forged today 
with communi�es, suppliers, and ins�tu�onal 
stakeholders  are designed to support not just 
p r o j e c t  s u c c e s s ,  b u t  s e c t o r - w i d e 
transforma�on.

The future of Zambian mining is not only 
bright, it is being redefined.



onkola Copper Mines (KCM) Plc has engaged Australian Kmining contractor Mancala to commence excava�on 
works for the construc�on of a new pump sta�on at the 

Konkola Deep Mining Project (KDMP) in Chililabombwe.

The KDMP, home to one of Zambia's deepest mining sha�s at 
1,505 meters, sits on one of the world's richest copper ore 
bodies with an es�mated 291 million tonnes of resource and a 
projected mine life of over 50 years.

The new pump sta�on project—cos�ng US$63 million and 
expected to take 26 months to complete—will involve 
excava�ons at the 1,350m and 1,390m levels for sumps, se�lers, 
and related infrastructure.

Mancala will also subcontract local companies, crea�ng 
approximately 200 jobs and enabling skills transfer in advanced 
and safe excava�on and blas�ng techniques.

KCM Ac�ng Chief Execu�ve Officer Malcolm Mewe� said the 
project is vital to unlocking an addi�onal 283 million tonnes of 
copper ore resources currently inaccessible due to dewatering 
limita�ons.

"The deepest pump sta�on at Konkola is currently at the 985m 
level, and we cannot safely mine below 1,040m. At present, our 
dewatered resource accounts for less than 3% of the total 
Konkola resource.

The new pump sta�on at 1,390m will enable us to dewater and 
access 283 million tonnes of ore between levels 1,040m and 
1,350m," Mewe� explained.

The pump sta�on will be designed to interna�onal standards, 
with a nominal capacity of 290,000m³ per day. It will feature 22 
mul�stage clear water pumps, eight se�lers for removing 
suspended solids to ensure compliance with environmental 
standards, and eight sumps to provide surge capacity in the 
event of an emergency.

Andre Trytsman, KCM's Head of Special Projects, added:

"Once the excava�on is complete, we will proceed with 
equipping the pump sta�on, construc�ng electrical substa�ons, 
and upgrading supply infrastructure to the exis�ng pump 
sta�ons at 985m, 660m, and 370m. Water�ght doors and 
penstocks will also be installed to safeguard against 
emergencies."

Unlocking the KDMP is central to KCM's strategy of reaching 
300,000 tonnes of annual copper produc�on by 2031, 
contribu�ng 10% to Zambia's na�onal target of 3 million tonnes 
per year.

About KCM

Konkola Copper Mines (KCM) Plc is one of Zambia's largest 
copper producers. It is owned by Vedanta Resources (79.4%) 
and ZCCM-IH (20.6%) and operates mining and processing 
facili�es in Chingola, Chililabombwe, Kitwe, and Nampundwe. 
Vedanta has pledged over US$1 billion in new investment to 
revitalize KCM's opera�ons, with the KDMP as a flagship growth 
project targe�ng 300,000 tonnes of copper output annually by 
2030.

KCM Begins $63 Million 
Excavation for New Pump Station 
at Konkola Deep Mining Project
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upli� communi�es through opportunity.

Turning Compliance into Compe��ve 
Advantage

As mining investment accelerates across 
Africa, operators face growing expecta�ons to 
deliver local par�cipa�on and long-term 
community benefit. For DGC TalentWorks, 
these are not obliga�ons but opportuni�es to 
create shared value.

By aligning workforce development with 
na�onal priori�es for localisa�on, inclusion, 
and sustainable growth, the company helps its 
clients strengthen stakeholder confidence, 
demonstrate measurable social impact, and 
build the local capacity needed for enduring 
success.

Through DGC Workforce Solu�ons, the 
organisa�on deploys integrated project teams 
that combine interna�onal exper�se with 
local capability, embedding skills transfer, 
technical empowerment, and accountability 
within every engagement. Meanwhile, DGC 
Africa Skills ensures that local talent is trained, 
cer�fied, and accredited to meet interna�onal 
standards.

This collabora�ve approach is already 
delivering tangible results in the DRC. Working 
a l o n g s i d e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n s � t u � o n s , 
development partners, and leading mining 
operators, DGC TalentWorks is aligning 
te c h n i ca l  t ra d e s  w i t h  i nte r n a� o n a l 
competency benchmarks, reducing expatriate 
dependency while improving produc�vity, 
safety,  and community  development 
outcomes.

t Expobeton RDC 2025, Denver AGounden, Managing Director of DGC 
TalentWorks, delivered a powerful 

message that cut to the heart of the DRC's 
development agenda:

“True development won't come from 
concrete and capital alone, but from skills, 
dignity, and the poten�al of its people.”

This  message embodies  the  dr iv ing 
philosophy behind DGC TalentWorks, a 
division of the Dickinson Group of Companies, 
which is transforming Africa's industrial 
landscape through an integrated model of 
workforce development, voca�onal training, 
and employment crea�on.

Empowering Africa's Industrial Future

DGC TalentWorks unites DGC Workforce 
Solu�ons and DGC Africa Skills into a single, 
technology-enabled ecosystem that connects 
industrial growth with human poten�al. 
Opera�ng  across  the  DRC,  Zambia , 
Madagascar, and Zimbabwe, the company 
provides end-to-end solu�ons spanning 
workforce recruitment, training, cer�fica�on, 
deployment, and performance op�misa�on.

Its mission is clear: to ensure that Africa's 
youth, women, and diaspora are not le� 
behind in the next wave of industrialisa�on, 
but are placed firmly at its centre.

Through partnerships with BTP & CMA, INPP, 
Enabel, UXi Ar�san Development, and 
UNIDO, DGC TalentWorks is helping establish 
interna�onal ly  a l igned training  and 
c e r � fi c a � o n  s y s t e m s  d e s i g n e d  t o 
professionalise the region's workforce and 

From Brain Drain to Brain Gain

Denver's Expobeton address emphasised the 
human dimension of Africa's industrial future:

“No bridge, mine, or industrial corridor will 
stand the test of �me without the skills to 
build, maintain, and sustain it.”

With a 10-year Na�onal Voca�onal Training 
and Accredita�on Reform Programme now 
underway, DGC TalentWorks and its partners 
aim to modernise 70 training centres, accredit 
490 trainers, and cer�fy 100,000 ar�sans, 
40% of them women. The ini�a�ve also aims 
to create pathways for diaspora reintegra�on, 
ensuring that skilled Congolese professionals 
abroad can return home with dignity and 
purpose.

Digital  Transforma�on in Workforce 
Development

As mining opera�ons evolve through 
automa�on  and  d ig i ta l i sa�on,  DGC 
TalentWorks is preparing Africa's workforce to 
adapt through a focus on con�nuous learning, 
versa�lity, and leadership alignment.

Through DGC Africa Skills, the company 
integrates technical and digital competencies 
into its voca�onal programmes, ensuring that 
ar�sans are not only proficient in their trades 
but also prepared for the future. 

Recognising that project management must 
evolve beyond delivery schedules, DGC 
TalentWorks emphasises data-driven 
decision-making, adaptability, and people-
centred leadership. As automa�on and new 
technologies transform industrial opera�ons, 
the company focuses on leadership capable 

Sponsored Content

DGC TalentWorks: Building the 
DRC’s Future Through Skills, Dignity, 
and Human Potential



About DGC TalentWorks 

DGC TalentWorks forms part of the Dickinson 
Group of Companies, a fi�h-genera�on 
enterprise with over 115 years of industrial 
excellence across Africa.

Through DGC TalentWorks, the Group unites 
DGC Workforce Solu�ons and DGC Africa Skills 
to connect industrial growth with human 
poten�al, empowering industries, upli�ing 
communi�es, and driving sustainable growth 
across the con�nent.

of aligning innova�on with purpose and local 
context — ensuring that technology 
enhances, rather than replaces, human 
poten�al.

Measuring Real Social Impact

DGC TalentWorks measures social return on 
investment through three dimensions: 
Capability, Con�nuity, and Community.

· Capability measures how training 
and cer�fica�on improve safety, quality, and 
opera�onal performance.

· Con�nuity tracks the development 
of local leadership, reten�on, and the 
reintegra�on of diaspora professionals.

· Community reflects the wider 
human impact, balancing local employment 
with expatriate placements and empowering 
people long a�er projects are complete.

For DGC TalentWorks, true impact is not 
defined by metrics alone, but by communi�es 
that con�nue to grow through opportunity, 
inclusion, and skills.

A Call to Build with Purpose

As Denver concluded at Expobeton:

“Let's build bridges of opportunity, not just 
b r i d g e s  o f  c o n c r e t e .
Let's ignite the engines of human poten�al, 
n o t  j u s t  t h e  e n g i n e s  o f  i n d u s t r y.
Let's invest in the people of the DRC, because 
they are the heartbeat of development.”

Through DGC TalentWorks, the Dickinson 
Group of Companies is doing just that — 
conver�ng industrial ambi�on into human 
progress and ensuring the DRC's industrial 
future is built not only in Africa, but by 
Africans.

Empowering Africa's Workforce. Driving 
Sustainable Growth. To explore partnership 
opportuni�es or learn more: 

www.talentworks.dgc-africa.com    

www.dgc-africa.com  

contactus@dgc-africa.com   
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the export of raw minerals and instead focus 
on local transforma�on to generate jobs, 
s�mulate industrializa�on, and create shared 
prosperity.

“Africa must become the workshop of its own 
wealth — through technology, research, and 
the training of its sons and daughters,” she 
stated.

Reforming for Responsible Mining

Under President Tshisekedi’s leadership, the 
DRC has embarked on comprehensive reforms 
in the mining sector, with Lualaba Province 
serving as the model for inclusive and 
transparent mining governance.

Governor Masuka outlined four key pillars 
guiding these reforms:

Good governance and transparency — 
ensuring mineral traceability and comba�ng 
illegal exploita�on;

Formaliza�on of the ar�sanal mining sector, 
which employs more than 400,000 Congolese 
and supports thousands of families;

Community dialogue and par�cipa�on, 
ensuring local popula�ons directly benefit 
from mining wealth;

Local mineral processing and value addi�on, 
exemplified by Kamoa Copper SA, which 
operates Africa’s largest copper smelter, 

he Governor of Lualaba Province, Her TExcellency Fifi Masuka Saini, has called 
for closer coopera�on between the 

Democra�c Republic of Congo (DRC) and 
Zambia to promote value addi�on, local 
processing,  and sustainable mining 
governance across the region.

Delivering her keynote address at the Zambia 
Mining and Investment Insaka in Lusaka, 
Governor Masuka paid tribute to President 
Félix-Antoine Tshisekedi Tshilombo of the DRC 
and President Hakainde Hichilema of Zambia 
for their visionary leadership in shaping 
Africa’s mining transforma�on agenda.

“Mr. President, you have made Zambia a 
regional hub for economic dialogue and 
mining coopera�on. Your vision aligns with 
that of our Head of State, President Félix-
Antoine Tshisekedi Tshilombo to make mining 
in Africa the founda�on of a sovereign and 
responsible con�nent,” she said.

A Shared Mining Des�ny

Governor Masuka emphasized that Lualaba 
and Zambia share not only borders but also a 
rich geological, economic, and cultural 
heritage, tracing the mineral belt that runs 
from Kitwe, Ndola, and Mufulira in Zambia to 
Kolwezi and Kamoa in the DRC.

She called on both na�ons to move beyond 

producing 99.9 percent pure anodes.

She reaffirmed that Lualaba — the world’s 
cobalt capital — aims to become a model of 
responsible, inclusive, and transforma�ve 
mining.

“These efforts aim to make Lualaba a driver of 
human development — a province where 
mining wealth translates into schools, 
hospitals, and opportuni�es for all,” she 
noted.

Regional Integra�on for a Sustainable Future

Governor  Masuka  underscored  the 
importance of regional integra�on to achieve 
long-term sustainability. She called for the 
harmoniza�on of mining policies, shared 
infrastructure development, and the crea�on 
of a regional value chain for cri�cal minerals 
to accelerate Africa’s role in the global energy 
transi�on.

“The Lobito Corridor, linking the DRC, Zambia, 
and Angola, represents a major opportunity. 
It is faster, more efficient, and less costly — a 
symbol of an Africa that is integrated, 
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d ,  c o m p e � � v e ,  a n d 
sustainable,” she said.

She also highlighted the Kolwezi–Solwezi road 
as a vital artery connec�ng two mining hubs, 
describing it as “a bridge between two 

Governor Fi Masuka Calls for 
Stronger DRC–Zambia Partnership 
to Drive Sustainable Mining and 
Local Value Creation
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brotherly peoples and two complementary 
economies.”

A Call for Unity and Transforma�on

Closing her address, Governor Masuka urged 
African na�ons to unite around a shared 
mining vision through collabora�ve pla�orms 
like the Insaka.

“Our responsibility is clear — to turn our 
underground wealth into above-ground 
prosperity, in infrastructure, educa�on, and 
jobs,” she declared.

“Lualaba and the DRC stand ready to work 
hand in hand with Zambia and our partners to 
build a mining industry that is sustainable, 
equitable, and future-oriented.”

She concluded with a call for con�nental 
solidarity:

“May we build a mining Africa that is 
sovereign, innova�ve, and united — proud of 
its resources and master of its des�ny. Long 
live the Democra�c Republic of Congo! Long 
live the Republic of Zambia! Long live Africa!”

V.T.Reddy (Director)
+260 979480807, +260 966680809

vtreddy2006@gmail.com, 
vtreddy2006@solarexplochemzm.com

Samir Kumar (Operations Manager.)
+260 971977883, +260 968407012, samirkumar@solarexplochemzm.com



rospect Resources Limited (ASX:PSC) has announced that its Precent aircore drilling program at the West Mwombezhi 
prospect in north-west Zambia has returned highly 

anomalous copper mineralisa�on at shallow depths, covering over 1 
km of strike.

The results highlight a new, high-poten�al target within the company's 
Mumbezhi Copper Project, where Prospect holds an 85% interest.

The newly iden�fied target aligns with a well-defined 1.5 km north-
northeast trending copper anomaly, originally detected through 
regional termite mound geochemical sampling.

Encouraging historical geophysical and geochemical results further 
support the prospec�vity of this area.

In response, diamond drilling has now commenced to test the 
con�nuity of the subsurface copper mineralisa�on.

Prospect's Managing Director and CEO, Sam Hosack, commented:

"We are very pleased with the results of the recent aircore drilling at 
West Mwombezhi. The explora�on work undertaken has 
strengthened our confidence in the poten�al of this target, and it is an 
exci�ng milestone to have a diamond drill rig ac�vely tes�ng this large-
scale regional target.

With mul�ple rigs ac�ve across the corridor and assay results pending, 
we an�cipate a busy quarter as we advance Nyungu South, Nyungu 
North, and West Mwombezhi in parallel."

Aircore Drilling Highlights

During the first half of 2025, Prospect completed extensive termite hill 
geochemical sampling over the West Mwombezhi area, iden�fying 
two prominent north-northeast trending anomalies.

These anomalies were subsequently targeted with 69 shallow aircore 
drill holes totaling 1,387 meters, averaging 20 meters in depth, on a 
200m x 50m grid.

The aircore drilling confirmed highly anomalous near-surface copper 
mineralisa�on (>0.05% Cu) across 1 km of strike. Some of the best 
ver�cal downhole intersec�ons included:

22m @ 0.17% Cu from 8m (MWAC008)

23m @ 0.09% Cu from 0m (MWAC016)

Prospect Resources Conrms Copper 
Mineralisation at

Mumbezhi Project in Zambia
17m @ 0.10% Cu from 8m (MWAC015)

7m @ 0.21% Cu from 17m (MWAC052)

8m @ 0.14% Cu from 6m (MWAC023)

These results support the prospec�vity of the newly defined eastern target 
zone.

Phase 2 Diamond Drilling Program

Phase 2 diamond drilling at Mumbezhi is progressing well, both on 
schedule and within budget. Approximately 77% of the planned Phase 2 
diamond drilling has been completed.

Resource defini�on drilling at the Nyungu Central and Kabikupa deposits is 
complete, with regional explora�on now the primary focus.

Ongoing drilling ac�vi�es are targe�ng high-priority areas, including West 
Mwombezhi, Nyungu South, and Nyungu North.

Assay results from a number of Phase 2 diamond drill holes are s�ll 
pending, primarily due to extended turnaround �mes at local laboratories, 
reflec�ng the seasonal peak in explora�on ac�vity across northwestern 
Zambia.

Next Steps

Prospect Resources plans the following in the coming months:

Comple�on of airborne electromagne�c (AEM) survey interpreta�on, with 
results expected in September.

Finalisa�on of licence-wide soil geochemical sampling, with full results due 
in October.

Compila�on of all drillhole analy�cal data to update the exis�ng JORC-
reportable Indicated and Inferred copper resources for Nyungu Central 
and Kabikupa in Q4 2025.

Commencement of regional ground-based IP surveys at Mumbezhi to test 
addi�onal termite mound-defined geochemical targets, including 
Kamafamba, Luamvunda, and Shikezi.

Extension of the aircore program to surface copper anomalies near 
Nyungu North, Nyungu South, and Chalamba.

Prospect Resources con�nues to systema�cally advance its explora�on 
efforts across the Mumbezhi region, aiming to expand its high-quality 
copper resource base in Zambia's prolific Copperbelt.
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ell Equipment Mining & Construc�on has Bofficially launched the new Bell G140 
Motor Grader in Zambia, marking a major 

m i l e s t o n e  i n  t h e  c o m p a ny ' s  o n g o i n g 
commitment to suppor�ng Africa's construc�on 
and mining industries with high-quality, reliable 
machinery.

The introduc�on of the G140 reinforces Bell's 
dedica�on to providing world-class equipment 
tailored to meet the demanding condi�ons of the 
region.

The launch event, held in Kitwe, Zambia, brought 
together key industry players, long-standing 
customers, and Bell's local partners.

Guests gathered to witness the official unveiling 
and live demonstra�on of the G140, a model that 
reflects Bell's six decades of engineering exper�se 
and customer-focused innova�on.

Strengthening Local Support and Customer 
Rela�onships

In his opening address, Tristan Du Pisanie, a 
Director at Bell Equipment South Africa, 
expressed his enthusiasm for the company's 
growing presence in Zambia and across Southern 
Africa.

"It's really great to be here today," Du Pisanie said. 
"I've been with Bell for 23 years, working mainly in 
engineering and marke�ng, and I was part of the 
team that designed this grader. Seeing it launched 
here in Zambia is a proud moment — both 
personally and for the Bell family."

He con�nued, "At Bell, we o�en say our blood is 
yellow — a reflec�on of our loyalty, passion, and 
spirit of innova�on.

That same energy has driven Bell Equipment since 
its founding in Zululand nearly 60 years ago. 
Bringing that legacy to Zambia through the G140 is 
something we are truly proud of."

Du Pisanie emphasized that Bell's opera�ons in 
Zambia are centered on long-term customer 
support, efficient parts supply, and strong a�er-
sales service.

With an established presence in Kitwe, Bell is 
strategically posi�oned to serve customers across 
the Copperbelt, ensuring responsive technical 
support, maintenance, and operator training.

A Product of Experience and Collabora�on

Following Du Pisanie's remarks, Jeremiah 

Mokhomo, Product Manager for Grader 
Opera�ons, highlighted the experience and 
collabora�on behind the G140's development.

"The Bell G140 is the result of more than two 
decades of grader design and refinement," 
Mukuru explained. "We didn't just build a new 
model — we built a machine shaped by real 
customer feedback and the exper�se of 
interna�onal engineering teams."

According to Mokhomo, the design of the G140 
reflects Bell's long-standing tradi�on of 
incorpora�ng customer insights into product 
development. "Every feature of this grader — 
from its hydraulics and frame strength to 
operator comfort — was developed in response 
to real-world challenges faced by our clients in 
the field," he said.

He noted that Bell iden�fied a strong demand for 
a mid-sized premium grader that combines 
power, reliability, and efficiency. "Our customers 
needed a grader that could perform under 
pressure, deliver precise results, and s�ll be 
economical to maintain. The G140 fills that gap 
perfectly."

Designed for Performance, Built for Africa

The Bell G140 Motor Grader was engineered for 
produc�vity and precision across a variety of 
applica�ons — from road construc�on and site 
prepara�on to mine haul-road maintenance. Its 
high-torque, fuel-efficient engine ensures 
consistent power output, while its advanced 
hydraulics provide smooth and accurate blade 
control for fine grading.

The G140's cab has been designed with the 
operator in mind, offering improved visibility, 
ergonomic controls, and reduced vibra�on levels 
for comfort during extended working hours. The 
grader's durable chassis and reinforced 
moldboard ensure longevity and reliability, even 
under demanding opera�ng condi�ons.

Mokhomo highlighted the grader's focus on 
serviceability and up�me, explaining that easy 
access to key components and intui�ve 
d iagnos�c  systems  make  maintenance 
straigh�orward. "In Africa, every hour of 
down�me counts," he said. "The G140 was 
designed so that operators and technicians can 
service it quickly and efficiently, keeping 
opera�ons running smoothly."

In addi�on, the G140 features integrated 
telema�cs for performance monitoring and fleet 
management.

This system allows owners to track machine 
health, opera�ng hours, and maintenance 
intervals in real �me — helping reduce 
unexpected down�me and improve overall fleet 
produc�vity.

Commitment  to  Zambia's  Growth and 
Development

Bell Equipment's investment in Zambia aligns 
with its broader strategy to expand across Africa 
by strengthening local partnerships, improving 
parts distribu�on, and enhancing a�er-sales 
service. The company's regional presence 
ensures that customers receive the same level of 
support and product reliability that Bell is known 
for globally.

Du Pisanie reaffirmed this vision during the 
event, saying, "Zambia is a key market for Bell 
Equipment. The mining and construc�on 
industries here are vital to the na�on's economy, 
and we are fully commi�ed to suppor�ng their 
growth with dependable machines and 
professional service."

He also emphasized Bell's commitment to skills 
development and local empowerment, no�ng 
that the company con�nues to train Zambian 
technicians and operators. "When we invest in 
people, we invest in performance," Du Pisanie 
said. "Our goal is to build las�ng rela�onships and 
develop local exper�se that benefits the en�re 
industry."

Looking Ahead

The launch of the Bell G140 Motor Grader 
represents more than just the introduc�on of a 
new machine — it marks a renewed commitment 
to Bell's Zambian customers and to the con�nued 
growth of the local industry. With its combina�on 
of advanced engineering, robust performance, 
and dependable local support, the G140 is set to 
play a vital role in shaping Zambia's infrastructure 
and mining future.

As Mokhomo concluded, "The Bell G140 
embodies what Bell Equipment stands for — 
reliability, innova�on, and partnership. We're 
proud to introduce it here in Kitwe and look 
forward to seeing it help our customers build the 
future of Zambia."
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lencore Plc has entered talks to sell a stake in its largest GAfrican copper opera�on, the Kamoto Copper Company 
(KCC) in the Democra�c Republic of Congo (DRC), marking 

the clearest signal yet that the Swiss commodi�es giant may 
relinquish control of one of its flagship assets.

KCC oversees a major copper and cobalt project long touted as central 
to Glencore's growth. However, the mine has been hampered by 
opera�onal setbacks, weak cobalt prices, and a protracted royal�es 
dispute with the Congolese government.

Glencore remains the only Western miner with large-scale cobalt 
opera�ons in Congo, where most produc�on is dominated by Chinese 
companies and Kazakhstan's Eurasian Resources Group.

Overproduc�on has depressed cobalt prices, even as the US pushes to 
secure long-term supplies for industries ranging from defense to 
ba�ery manufacturing.

Despite KCC producing 191,000 tonnes of copper and 27,000 tonnes of 
cobalt in 2024, its underperformance has frustrated investors. 
Glencore maintains the mine holds long-term poten�al as it seeks to 
reverse declining copper output.

At the end of last year, the company rejected an unsolicited approach 
by Orion Resource Partners, which explored buying the opera�on 
through a joint venture with Abu Dhabi's ADQ. More recently, 
Glencore has resumed talks with Orion and has informally let others, 
including Rio Tinto, know it may consider selling a controlling stake.

No formal sale process has been launched, and there is no guarantee a 
deal will materialize. S�ll, the poten�al sale has been linked to ongoing 
discussions over a US-Congo minerals and infrastructure partnership, 
with the US Interna�onal Development Finance Corpora�on (DFC) 
exploring a joint fund with Orion to invest in mining projects.

KCC's future is complicated by its long-running dispute with Congolese 
authori�es over billions in taxes and royal�es, as well as royalty 
payments to sanc�oned Israeli businessman Dan Gertler, who receives 
2.5% of net revenues from KCC.

The arrangement has deterred some Western investors. Gertler, 

Glencore in Talks to Sell Stake in 
DRC's Kamoto Copper and Cobalt Mine

sanc�oned in 2017 for alleged corrupt mining and oil deals, has denied 
wrongdoing and has not been charged. He has signaled willingness to sell 
or transfer his royal�es, poten�ally to state-owned Gécamines, as part of a 
se�lement backed by US authori�es.

Glencore holds a 70% stake in KCC, with Gécamines and the Congolese 
state owning the remainder. Any restructuring of royalty obliga�ons will be 
central to nego�a�ons with poten�al buyers.

The talks come as Glencore faces broader challenges: falling copper 
produc�on, declining coal prices, and a crisis in metals processing and 
refining have contributed to a 20% drop in its share price over the past year.

Whether Glencore ul�mately sells KCC will depend on investor appe�te, 
poli�cal considera�ons in Congo, and how royalty disputes are resolved.
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Zambia’s Kansanshi Opera�ons Center Sets 
the Standard for Smart and Sustainable 
Mining in Africa

n the global race to modernize resource Iextrac�on, Zambia’s Kansanshi Mine has 
emerged as a quiet powerhouse.

Its newly commissioned Opera�ons Center is 
not just another control room—it is the digital 
brain of the mine, the command hub from 
which every part of the vast opera�on is 
monitored, connected, and op�mized.

From this state-of-the-art facility, engineers 
and operators oversee everything: the S2 and 
S3 processing plants, the pits, dispatch 
systems, haul trucks, engineering, and 
maintenance.

What was once sca�ered across different 
offices and departments has been unified 
into a single, intelligent ecosystem. For the 
first �me, Kansanshi func�ons like one 
synchronized machine.

From the outside, the Opera�ons Center 
could easily be mistaken for a tech campus. 
Inside, the resemblance is even stronger.

Kansanshi Opera�ons Centre Sets the 
Standard for Smart Mining in Africa 2

Kansanshi Opera�ons Centre Sets the 
Standard for Smart Mining in Africa 
3Operators  s i t  at  ergonomic  desks 
surrounded by glowing dashboards, bathed 
in ambient light. The mine, o�en associated 
with dust, machinery, and manual oversight, 
now runs through a nerve centre that looks 
more like a Silicon Valley think tank than a 
tradi�onal Zambian mining site.

“It looks like Google headquarters. We want 
our people to enjoy being here,” says Andrew 

Nugent, the manager of the facility, gesturing 
across the high-design workspace.

From Fragmenta�on to Integra�on

Fo r  d e ca d e s ,  m i n i n g  o p e ra� o n s  i n 
Zambia—and globally—have struggled with 
fragmenta�on.

Dispatch teams in the pits o�en operated in 
isola�on from processing plants. Engineering 
insights arrived too late to influence day-to-
day produc�on.

Decisions made in one corner of the mine 
could take hours or even days to ripple across 
the opera�on.

The result was inefficiency: bo�lenecks 
slowed produc�on, resources were poorly 
allocated, and opportuni�es were missed.

The Opera�ons Center was designed to 
change all that. By centralizing control and 
integra�ng mul�ple streams of ac�vity into 
one pla�orm, Kansanshi has created what 
Nugent calls a “real-�me conversa�on” 
between every part of the mine.

“ Ev e r y  u n i t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  a  fi n a l 
point—extrac�ng copper. By integra�ng 
them, the mine communicates directly with 
the process opera�on, and vice versa,” 
Nugent explains.

The effect is a single source of truth: one set 
of data, one set of dashboards, one system 
that ensures everyone—from pit operators to 
plant engineers—is working from the same 
informa�on.

At the heart of the Opera�ons Center is a 
network of more than 7,000 instruments and 
sensors distributed across the mine.

These sensors constantly feed data into 
central dashboards, giving operators a live 

view of the mine’s pulse.

They measure equipment  v ibra�on, 
temperature, and flow rates. They track 
energy consump�on in real �me. They flag 
anomalies before they become failures.

The system is not only reac�ve but predic�ve. 
Problems are an�cipated before they 
interrupt produc�on.

M a i n t e n a n c e  i s  s c h e d u l e d  b e f o r e 
breakdowns. Energy usage is op�mized 
dynamically.

“This isn’t just about collec�ng data,” Nugent 
emphasizes. “It’s about using it to run be�er, 
faster, and smarter.”

This level of instrumenta�on rivals that of the 
w o r l d ’s  m o s t  a d v a n c e d  i n d u s t r i a l 
opera�ons—from aerospace plants to 
automated manufacturing lines. With 
Kansanshi’s Opera�ons Center, Zambia’s 
mining industry has entered the same league.

Training Through Simula�on

Technology, however, is only as effec�ve as 
the people running it. Kansanshi has built 
training directly into the Opera�ons Center 
through a proprietary simulator, developed in 
collabora�on with MiPack and refined with 
lessons from First Quantum’s Cobre Panamá 
mine.

The simulator allows new recruits and 
seasoned technicians alike to rehearse 
complex scenarios—from equipment failures 
to emergency responses—without pu�ng 
lives or produc�on at risk.

Operators face digital replicas of real-world 
challenges and receive instant feedback and 
c o a c h i n g .  H e r e ,  m i s t a ke s  a r e  n o t 
punished—they are welcomed.

Sponsored
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“We’re not just training—we’re simula�ng 
reality. Mistakes happen here, not in the 
field,” Nugent says, watching a group of 
operators run through a drill.

T h i s  a p p r o a c h  a c c e l e r a t e s  s k i l l s 
development, giving Zambian technicians 
the confidence and readiness to manage a 
highly digital mine environment.

Securing the Digital Fron�er

But digi�za�on brings its own vulnerabili�es. 
As industries everywhere become more 
reliant on connected systems, cybersecurity 
has become one of the most pressing risks in 
mining.

Nugent is blunt about the stakes: “People 
want to get into these systems. They could 
cause havoc. So having that protec�ve net is 
super important.”

Kansanshi’s Opera�ons Center is built with 
mul�ple layers of defense. USB ports are 
disabled, access is strictly controlled, and the 
en�re architecture is designed to resist 
intrusion while maintaining internal 
flexibility.

For investors, this is more than an IT issue. 
Cybersecurity is opera�onal insurance, 
protec�ng up�me, safeguarding assets, and 
ensuring compliance in a highly regulated 
sector.

Local Talent at the Helm

Though interna�onal contractors played a 
role in construc�ng the facility, the long-term 
vision is unmistakably local.

Zambian engineers are now being trained to 
operate, maintain, and even improve the 
system.

Knowledge transfer is already bearing fruit.

“We’re transferring knowledge—and it’s 
working. Our Zambian team is already 
running the show,” Nugent says with pride.

This focus on local exper�se may turn out to 
be the most valuable outcome of the project. 
By equipping Zambian engineers with 
cu�ng-edge skills, Kansanshi is building a 
workforce capable of sustaining innova�on 
well into the future.

Mining Reimagined

The Opera�ons Center is also redefining the 
culture of mining. Step inside, and the 
emphasis on people is as clear as the 
emphasis on machines.

Ergonomic worksta�ons replace hard chairs. 
Ambient ligh�ng replaces harsh fluorescents. 
Walls are lined with art, not just schema�cs.

The space is soundproofed, with the garden-
adjacent inten�onally designed to inspire 
focus and crea�vity.

“It’s a cultural statement,” Nugent says. 
“Mining can be clean, intelligent, and 
aspira�onal.”

The message is clear: Kansanshi wants its 
workforce not only to be produc�ve, but to 
feel proud of their environment.

The mine is also looking beyond opera�ons 
to its environmental footprint. Kansanshi is 
ac�vely exploring renewable energy, 
par�cularly solar and wind—to supplement 
grid power.

The shi� is both environmental and strategic. 
Renewables reduce costs, mi�gate supply 
risks, and support Zambia’s broader energy 
stability. They also align the mine with global 
ESG (environmental, social, and governance) 
expecta�ons, increasingly important for 
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investors and partners.

“Without innova�on, we will die. This is how 
m i n i n g  s h o u l d  b e ,”  N u g e n t  s a y s , 
underscoring the urgency of the transi�on.

A Blueprint for Africa

For Kansanshi, the Opera�ons Center is more 
than a command hub—it is a proof of 
concept. It demonstrates that African mines 
can lead in digi�za�on, human-centered 
design, and sustainable prac�ces.

The model is scalable, ready to be adapted to 
other First Quantum sites and, poten�ally, 
across the con�nent. It challenges outdated 
percep�ons of African mining and posi�ons 
Zambia not only as resource-rich but also as 
innova�on-ready.

As industries worldwide pivot toward 
smarter, cleaner, and more resilient 
opera�ons, the heartbeat of Kansanshi’s 
mine now pulses from a single room.

The Opera�ons Center is a nerve centre, a 
cultural statement, and a blueprint all at 
once. Above all, it is proof that innova�on, 
when grounded locally, can resonate globally.
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Over the next two years, CMOC will be allowed to export only 27% 

of the 114,000 tonnes of cobalt produced in 2024.

Interes�ngly, this limita�on boosted global prices: cobalt metal 

doubled and cobalt hydroxide tripled, giving CMOC a compe��ve 

edge in interna�onal markets.

Dominance in the Global Cobalt Market

CMOC's influence now extends well beyond the DRC. In 2023, the 

company produced 55,526 tonnes of cobalt, a 170% increase, 

driven by the commissioning of Kisanfu and the resump�on of 

exports from Tenke Fungurume.

This surge allowed CMOC to overtake Glencore, becoming the 

world's leading producer of cobalt—a cri�cal metal for electric 

ba�eries and the energy transi�on. However, overproduc�on in 

2023 caused a 30% drop in global cobalt prices, promp�ng 

compe�tors like Glencore to stockpile output to stabilize the 

market.

Strategic Implica�ons for China and the DRC

CMOC's expansion highlights China's growing control over cri�cal 

mineral supply chains, with the DRC as a key supplier.

For the DRC, these investments are both an economic opportunity 

and a governance challenge, as the government seeks to ensure 

local processing and na�onal development of its mineral 

resources.

CMOC expands DRC Kisanfu mine 
with $1.08B investment

Chinese mining giant CMOC expands DRC Kisanfu mine with 
$1.08B investment, strengthening global copper and cobalt 
leadership

hinese mining giant CMOC Ltd. is accelera�ng its growth Cin the Democra�c Republic of Congo (DRC) with a $1.08 
billion investment to expand its Kisanfu mine in Lualaba 

province.

The second phase of opera�ons, scheduled for comple�on in 
2027, is expected to increase annual copper produc�on by 
100,000 tons, reinforcing CMOC's posi�on as a global copper 
leader.

Record Financial Performance in 2025

CMOC's financial results in 2025 have been excep�onal. In the 
third quarter, profits nearly doubled to 5.61 billion yuan ($788 
million), buoyed by copper prices near historic highs.

During the first nine months of 2025, the company produced 
543,376 tonnes of copper, a 14% increase compared to 2024.

"Our investment in Kisanfu strengthens our ability to meet global 
demand for copper and cobalt while consolida�ng our strategic 
posi�on in the DRC," said CMOC Execu�ve Chairman Wei Hong.

Naviga�ng a Restric�ve Regulatory Environment

Despite its strong performance, CMOC faces a �ghtening 
regulatory landscape. In early 2025, the DRC government—which 
controls nearly 75% of global cobalt produc�on—imposed a 
temporary export ban followed by strict quotas.
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New Mining Projects

Min'gomba Copper Project Set to Become 
One of the World's Richest Underground Copper Deposits

he Min'gomba Copper Mining Project is Temerging as a poten�al game-changer 
for Zambia and the global copper 

industry, with es�mates sugges�ng it could 
become one of the richest underground copper 
deposits in the world.

President Hakainde Hichilema shared his 
op�mism about the project, following updates 
from mining partners KoBold Metals and ZCCM 
Investments Holdings (ZCCM-IH).

The President underscored that Min'gomba is 
far more than a mining ini�a�ve—it is a 
transforma�ve development that promises to 
deliver economic growth, local empowerment, 
and sustainable industry prac�ces.

Cu�ng-Edge Mining and Economic Impact

KoBold Metals, renowned for its advanced 
mining technology, is partnering with ZCCM-IH, 
Zambia's state mining company, to develop the 
Min'gomba deposit in Chililabombwe.

This collabora�on leverages innova�ve 
approaches to mineral explora�on and 

extrac�on, enhancing efficiency, safety, and 
sustainability.

President Hichilema stated:

"With KoBold's cu�ng-edge technology and 
Zambia's stake through ZCCM-IH, Min'gomba 
has the poten�al to become a globally 
compe��ve, world-class mine."

The project is expected to deliver substan�al 
benefits to the Zambian economy, including job 
crea�on, skills development, and increased 
opportuni�es for local businesses. It will also 
foster value addi�on, ensuring that Zambia 
maximizes the benefits of its mineral resources 
beyond raw extrac�on.

Strategic Na�onal Goals

Min'gomba is aligned with Zambia's vision to 
produce 3 million tonnes of copper annually by 
2030, a target that would strengthen the 
country's posi�on as a leading global copper 
producer. President Hichilema emphasized that 
the project would ensure Zambians remain 
central to the process:

"This project is not only about extrac�ng copper; 
it is about transforming lives through value 
addi�on, empowering local par�cipa�on in 
trade and economic development, and crea�ng 
jobs,  sk i l ls ,  and opportuni�es for  our 
communi�es."

Commitment to Sustainable Mining

The Zambian government remains commi�ed 
to ensuring that mining opera�ons are legal, 
safe, formal, and security-oriented, with a 
strong focus on sustainable growth. President 
Hichilema concluded:

"As Government, our commitment to legal, safe, 
formal, and security-oriented mining remains 
paramount as we pursue sustainable growth for 
our people and our na�on."

The Min'gomba Copper Mining Project stands as 
a symbol of Zambia's ambi�on to harness its 
mineral wealth responsibly, ensuring economic 
transforma�on while safeguarding the interests 
of its ci�zens and future genera�ons.
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Zijin-Backed Katamba Mining Plans 
108MW Hydropower Upgrade to Support 

Major Lithium Production in Manono
atamba Mining has filed a request with the KElectricity Sector Regula�on Authority 
(ARE) for a produc�on concession to 

advance the third phase of the Mpiana-Mwanga 
hydroelectric power project in the Democra�c 
Republic of Congo (DRC).

The company—owned 70% by China's Zijin Mining 
and 30% by the state-owned Cominière—aims to 
add another 108 MW of capacity to the facility, 
which is located in Manono territory in Tanganyika 
province.

This move comes a�er Katamba Mining launched a 
tender in April to select a subcontractor to 
construct and operate a crushing plant. The facility 
will supply sand and gravel needed for building 
Mpiana-Mwanga III, which will be located more 
than 90 kilometers northeast of Manono.

Increas ing  Output  and Reviv ing  Ex is�ng 
Infrastructure

Once the expansion is completed, the total capacity 
of the Mpiana-Mwanga complex will reach 148 
MW.  The  rehab i l i ta�on of  the  first  two 
phases—finalized in 2024 at a cost of $80 
million—revived 97-year-old equipment that had 
been out of service since 1998, boos�ng genera�on 
to 40 MW, a 30% increase from its original 
produc�on.

Suppor�ng Lithium Produc�on and Local Growth

The investment's primary goal is to ensure stable 
power supply for the Manono lithium project, 
considered among the world's largest high-grade 
lithium reserves.

In addi�on, Katamba Mining has requested a 
distribu�on concession to extend electricity access 

to surrounding communi�es and infrastructure, 
including Manono city and territory, the village of 
Kanuka in Tanganyika, Malemba Nkulu territory in 
Haut-Lomami, and the Manono airfield.

Zijin Mining's 2024 annual report states that early 
explora�on in the northeastern sec�on of the 
Manono deposit has verified 2.62 million tonnes of 
lithium oxide at an average grade of 1.5%, 
equivalent to 6.47 million tonnes of lithium 
carbonate. The company aims to begin produc�on 
in the first quarter of 2026.

Katamba Mining's hydropower expansion 
highlights the strategic alignment of energy and 
mining development, posi�oning Manono as a key 
player in the global lithium supply chain while 
contribu�ng to broader economic progress in the 
DRC.
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International

i m - l i s t e d  A n d ra d a  M i n i n g  h a s Acommenced explora�on drilling at its 
Lithium Ridge project in Namibia, in 

partnership with Sociedad Química y Minera 
de Chile (SQM) through its subsidiary SQM 
Australia. This marks a key milestone in the first 
stage of the companies' earn-in agreement.

Under this ini�al stage, SQM will fund up to $7 
million in explora�on to secure an ini�al 30% 
interest in the project.

Across the full three-stage earn-in agreement, 
Andrada may fund up to $40 million in 
explora�on ac�vi�es at Lithium Ridge.

CEO Anthony Viljoen described the start of 
drilling as a major step in unlocking one of 
N a m i b i a ' s  m o s t  p r o m i s i n g  l i t h i u m 
opportuni�es.

"Historical results of up to 2.13% lithium oxide 

(Li₂O) along the 6 km ridge are being 
complemented by new geological mapping and 
sampling, which has iden�fied addi�onal 
mineralised pegma�tes containing visible 
spodumene crystals," Viljoen said.

"This strengthens our confidence in the scale 
and quality of the project. SQM's investment 
highlights Lithium Ridge's poten�al and 
Namibia's growing role in the global supply of 
cri�cal minerals.

We expect  this  programme to lay the 
groundwork for fast-tracking the project 
towards development."

The Lithium Ridge mining licence is located 35 
km from Andrada's producing Uis �n mine and 
hosts mul�ple high-priority lithium-bearing 
pegma�tes, with associated �n and tantalum 
credits.

The current programme will unlock the full 
poten�al of the ridge and extend explora�on 
across the wider licence area, where new 
spodumene-bearing pegma�tes have been 
iden�fied.

The 14,000-meter diamond drilling campaign 
will comprise approximately 120 orientated 
holes to determine depth extensions and 
c o n � n u i t y  o f  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  s u r f a c e 
mineralisa�on.

Historical work at Lithium Ridge reported grades 
of up to 2.13% Li₂O, with metallurgical 
spodumene recoveries of up to 80%, producing 
a premium 6.8% Li₂O concentrate with low iron 
levels from reverse circula�on drill chip samples.

Andrada expects the new drilling programme to 
significantly enhance geological understanding 
of Lithium Ridge and demonstrate its economic 
poten�al as a large-scale, high-quality lithium 
project.

Andrada Mining Kicks Off Lithium Ridge Drilling 
Program in Namibia with SQM Partnership

copperbeltkatangamining.com | November - December 2025 25

he Nigerian government has revoked T1,263 mineral licences in a sweeping 
effort to reform its underdeveloped 

mining sector and eliminate specula�ve 
operators. The move aims to free up access for 
serious investors seeking opportuni�es in the 
country's solid minerals industry.

The affected licences, now slated for removal 
from the Electronic Mining Cadastral System 
(eMC+) portal of the Nigerian Mining Cadastral 
Office (MCO), include:

584 explora�on licences

65 mining leases

144 quarry licences

470 small-scale mining leases

Cracking Down on Specula�ve Prac�ces

Minister of Solid Minerals Development, Dele 
Alake, announced the revoca�on through his 
Special Assistant on Media. He explained that 
many licence holders failed to meet their annual 

service fee obliga�ons, a basic requirement 
under Nigerian law.

"The era of obtaining licences and keeping them 
in drawers for the highest bidder, while capable 
and industrious businessmen complain of access 
to good sites, is over," Alake said. "The annual 
service fee is the minimum evidence of interest 
in mining."

He further warned that the revoca�on does not 
exempt defaulters from paying outstanding fees. 
The list of offenders will be forwarded to the 
Economic & Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
for enforcement.

This is not the first �me Nigeria has taken such 
ac�on. In April 2024, the government revoked 
924 dormant licences—528 explora�on permits, 
20 mining leases, 101 quarry licences, and 273 
small-scale mining licences.

At the �me, Alake highlighted that the move was 
necessary to combat "licence racketeering," 
where mineral �tles are acquired only to be sold 
on a secondary black market.

"By crea�ng a black market for licences, 
speculators mislead investors into thinking they 
must patronize the underground system to 
secure permits. This discourages genuine 
investment," he said.

Nigeria, Africa's largest oil producer, is also rich in 
mineral resources such as lithium, gold, and 
limestone. The government has been pushing to 
diversify the economy by a�rac�ng investors 
into mining. Incen�ves include tax waivers, full 
repatria�on of profits, and stricter licensing rules 
that require local processing of minerals.

With the latest round of cancella�ons, the total 
number of mineral �tles revoked under the 
current administra�on rises to 3,794. This 
includes 619 �tles cancelled for defaul�ng on 
service fees and 912 for dormancy last year.

By freeing up licences held by inac�ve operators, 
Nigeria hopes to create a more transparent and 
compe��ve environment for explora�on and 
produc�on, par�cularly in mineral-rich regions 
with high commercial poten�al.

Nigeria Revokes 1,263 Mining Licences 
to Attract Serious Investors



If successful, Zijin Gold Interna�onal's debut 
would be the biggest global lis�ng since 
Contemporary Amperex Technology's $5.3 billion 
IPO in May, Bloomberg data shows.

The move also reflects a broader trend of Chinese 
miners leveraging surging gold prices to raise 
capital.

Zijin Mining, China's largest gold producer, 
generated 73 tons of gold in 2024, with 60% of 
output coming from overseas opera�ons. The 
company has set a target to boost produc�on to 
100–110 tons annually by 2028.

The IPO comes as gold has broken out of a 
prolonged trading range, hi�ng fresh records 
driven by central bank buying, expecta�ons of 

hina's Zijin Mining Group is preparing Cto list its interna�onal gold-mining 
subsidiary, Zijin Gold Interna�onal, in 

Hong Kong in an ini�al public offering (IPO) 
that could raise more than $3 billion, 
according to sources familiar with the ma�er. 
If completed, the deal would rank as the 
second-largest IPO globally in 2025.

The final size and �ming of the IPO are s�ll 
under discussion, though the lis�ng could 
launch as early as this month.

Investor interest is reportedly strong, fueled 
by gold prices that remain close to historic 
highs. Neither Zijin Mining nor its gold unit has 
commented publicly on the offering.

interest rate cuts, and investors' efforts to 
diversify away from the US dollar.

Several major banks forecast further gains, with 
Goldman Sachs predic�ng gold could climb to 
$4,000 per ounce next year.

The deal would add momentum to what has 
already been a strong year for Hong Kong's 
capital markets. A surge of Chinese company 
lis�ngs is expected to li� total IPO proceeds in 
the city to more than $26 billion in 2025, more 
than double last year's figure, according to 
Bloomberg Intelligence.

Earlier reports indicated that Zijin Gold had 
raised its IPO fundraising target from around $2 
billion to at least $3 billion, underscoring 
growing demand.

International

Zijin Mining Plans $3 Billion Hong Kong IPO 
for Gold Unit Amid Record Prices
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anama expects to have all  the Pinforma�on it needs to decide the fate 
of First Quantum Minerals' (TSX: FM) 

shu�ered Cobre Panamá copper mine by the 
end of this year, according to Minister of 
Commerce and Industry Julio Moltó.

Moltó told local media this week that the 
terms of reference for Cobre Panamá's 
environmental and comprehensive audit have 
been consolidated into a single review 
process. The Ministry of Environment has 
already chosen the firm responsible for 
conduc�ng the audit, which was scheduled to 
begin in September.

"I understand that the company has been 
defined, and the audit should commence 
shortly, pending the awarding of the contract 
and alloca�on of resources," Moltó said in an 
interview with Telemetro Reporta.

"I es�mate this audit will take four to five 
months at most, so we should have essen�al 

informa�on before the year ends. This will allow 
us to con�nue making informed decisions while 
ensuring the safe management plan remains in 
effect."

Cobre Panamá, located about 120 km west of 
Panama City,  has  been under  care and 
maintenance since late 2023, a�er the Supreme 
Court declared First Quantum's renewed mining 
contract uncons�tu�onal. The ruling came amid 
mass protests opposing the mine.

Before its suspension, the $10 billion mine 
produced over 300,000 tonnes of copper 
annually, peaking at 350,000 tonnes in 2022. At 
full capacity, it ranked among the largest copper 
mines in the world.

During opera�ons, the mine contributed around 
5% of Panama's GDP. Since its closure, First 
Quantum es�mates Panama has lost up to $1.7 
bil l ion in economic contribu�ons, while 
thousands of workers, contractors, unions, and 
local communi�es con�nue to advocate for its 

reopening.

President José Raúl Mulino's administra�on has 
taken a measured stance, making the audit the 
first step in evalua�ng whether the mine could 
safely and legally resume opera�ons. The 
government has kept in place a maintenance 
plan agreed with First Quantum to safeguard the 
site while discussions con�nue.

First Quantum's stock rose 1.4% on Friday, 
marking a new 52-week high. The company 
currently has a market capitaliza�on of C$20.5 
billion ($14.8bn).

Panama to Decide on Future of Cobre Panamá 
Copper Mine After Environmental Audit



The deal follows JCHX's recent five-year 
underground mining contract awarded in June 
2025 for opera�ons at KCM.

Located in Botswana's Kalahari Copper Belt, 
Khoemacau is undergoing a major expansion. 
MMG acquired the mine in November 2023, 
comple�ng the transac�on by March 2024.

Ini�al construc�on was finalized in June 2021, 
with full produc�on achieved in Q4 2022. The 
mine currently produces 43,000–53,000 
tonnes of copper in concentrate annually.

Khoemacau employs underground longhole 

ining solu�ons provider Sandvik Mhas landed a significant order from 
JCHX Mining Management, a 

Chinese mining contractor, to supply 
underground equipment  for  MMG's 
Khoemacau Copper Mine (KCM) in Botswana.

The order, valued at around SEK 450 million (≈ 
$41 million), includes loaders, trucks, and 
drills, along with digital monitoring systems 
such as Sandvik's remote monitoring service. 
Deliveries are set to begin in Q3 2025 and 
con�nue through Q2 2026.

stoping to extract ore, which is transported to 
the Boseto processing plant via a 35 km haul 
road. The processed concentrate is then 
exported to global customers.

Expansion studies suggest the mine could 
eventually reach produc�on of over 130,000 
tonnes of copper and five million ounces of 
silver per year, cemen�ng its role as a 
cornerstone of the emerging Kalahari Copper 
Belt.

The opera�on employs around 1,800 people, 
of whom 95% are Botswana na�onals, and has 

Contracts, Mergers and Acquisitions

Sandvik Secures $41M Equipment Order for 
Khoemacau Copper Mine Expansion in Botswana

he Mining Fund for Future Genera�ons T(Fomin), a Congolese state ins�tu�on 
created in 2018 to prepare for the post-

mining era, holds a $25 million stake in DRC 
Gold Trading, a company engaged in 
ar�sanal gold mining in the Democra�c 
Republic of Congo (DRC). This was confirmed 
in a recent report by African Resources 
Watch (Afrewatch).

Faus�n Biringanine, General Director of 
Fomin, confirmed the investment, sta�ng:

"Yes, we were instructed to take a stake in 
Primera Gold, now DRC Gold Trading, worth 
USD 25 million."

He further clarified that Fomin's ac�ons are 
directed by government decisions:

"If the government, through the Prime 

Minister, decides, we cannot oppose it. I have 
no authority to challenge the Prime 
Minister 's  dec is ion,  nor  that  of  my 
supervising minister," said Biringanine.

Afrewatch has cri�cized the use of Fomin 
funds for projects beyond its original 
mandate. According to the Congolese mining 
code and the decree establishing Fomin, 
these funds should be dedicated primarily to 
geological research — not for direct financing 
of government projects.

DRC Gold Trading SA, formerly Primera Gold, 
was established in 2023 in partnership with 
the United Arab Emirates and renamed in 
November 2024. Ownership is divided as 
follows: 55% held by the Congolese state, 
35% by Fomin, and 10% by Gécamines.

Between January and June 2025, DRC Gold 
Trading exported 1,057.88 kg of ar�sanal 
gold, distributed across various branches:

Kalemie: 302.559 kg

Buta: 221.651 kg

Bunia: 74.131 kg

Kindu: 447.028 kg

Isiro: 12.511 kg

According to the Ministry of Mines, in 2024 
the DRC exported 27,934.90 kg of gold, 
valued at USD 1.53 billion a slight drop in 
volume compared to 28,808.38 kg in 2023 
(valued at USD 1.33 billion). However, the 
increase in value reflects a 15% rise despite 
lower volumes.

Fomin Holds $25 Million Stake in DRC 
Gold Trading Amid Concerns Over Fund Use
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Gécamines, "once a na�onal flagship," has now 
been "reduced to a puppet in the hands of 
predators."

Government officials, however, defended the deal. 
"We have se�led the past, which was fraught with 
obstacles, and we are now focused on moving 
towards a be�er future. We have rebalanced 
rela�ons in a posi�ve way for everyone," said Guy 
Robert Lukama, Chairman of Gécamines' Board of 
Directors, at the signing ceremony.

Mines Minister Louis Watum Kabamba expressed 
op�mism that the partnership would generate 
long-term benefits. "There is an obliga�on on the 
part of both par�es, and each must play their role 
so that we can create wealth and distribute it 
fairly," he stated.

he government of the Democra�c Republic Tof Congo (DRC) has announced a new 
agreement between Luxembourg-based 

mining giant Eurasian Resources Group (ERG), in 
which Kazakhstan holds a 40% stake, and state-
owned Générale des Carrières et des Mines 
(Gécamines).

While officials are hailing the deal as a fresh start 
for the sector, opposi�on voices have denounced it 
as a dangerous sell-off of na�onal resources.

Opposi�on leader Franck Djongo called the 
agreement "a historic betrayal, signed outside the 
country, behind the people's backs." In a post on 
his  X account,  he accused the Kinshasa 
government of having "sold off" the DRC's cobalt 
and copper reserves "to enrich the world and 
impoverish the Congo." Djongo also lamented that 

The agreement was signed on Wednesday, 
September 10, in Astana, Kazakhstan, between 
representa�ves of ERG and Gécamines.

The deal comes against a backdrop of controversy. 
The Subcontrac�ng Regulatory Authority (ARSP) 
had previously barred ERG from the subcontrac�ng 
market, accusing the company of concealing 
ownership �es to nine subcontractors that 
collec�vely dominated 98% of local contracts.

ERG rejected the allega�ons, insis�ng that the 
subcontractors were "not directly associated" with 
the group. The company also highlighted its 
coopera�on with the ARSP and pointed to its 
investments in the DRC—es�mated at over $9 
billion between 2009 and 2022—which it says 
generated $1.6 billion in taxes and royal�es.

copperbeltkatangamining.com | November - December 202528

The transmission line will channel electricity from 
Angola's Lauca hydropower plant and other 
facili�es across the border to the Congolese city of 
Kolwezi, a hub for copper and cobalt produc�on.

The supply is expected to begin as early as 2029, 
fo l lowing  Hydro-L ink ' s  memorandum of 
understanding with Angola signed in June.

The DRC's mining belt—home to global producers 
such as Ivanhoe Mines Ltd., Glencore Plc, and 
CMOC Group Ltd.—faces a power deficit of at least 
1,500MW, according to the Ministry of Mines. The 
new line will help close this gap and support the 
country's plans to expand mineral processing 
capacity domes�cally.

"With the growth of the mining sector, the next 
decade will be a complete game-changer for 
Congo's electricity supply," said Paul Hinks, Hydro-
Link CEO and co-founder of Symbion Power, which 
began opera�ons in 2005 building transmission 
infrastructure in Iraq.

U.S. Manufacturing and Financing Partnership

Designed to align with U.S. industrial policy, Hydro-
Link plans to award over 30% of project 
contracts—for materials such as cables, insulators, 
and hardware—to U.S.-based manufacturers.

The company will seek to finance about 70% of the 
project cost through a loan from the U.S. 
Interna�onal Development Finance Corpora�on 

he Democra�c Republic of Congo (DRC) has Ts i g n e d  a  $ 1 . 5  b i l l i o n  p re l i m i n a r y 
agreement with Hydro-Link, a unit of 

Symbion Power, to construct a major 1,160-
kilometer (720-mile) electricity transmission line 
connec�ng Angola's hydropower plants to 
Congo's key copper and cobalt mining region.

Once complete, the project will deliver up to 1,200 
megawa�s (MW) of clean, renewable energy to 
the DRC's mining heartland—helping reduce 
reliance on costly and pollu�ng diesel generators 
that many operators currently depend on due to 
chronic power shortages.

"I'm delighted by this partnership and I urge 
American investors to follow suit," said Aimé 
Sakombi Molendo, Congo's Minister of Hydraulic 
Resources and Electricity, during the signing 
ceremony at  the U.S.-Congo Investment 
Conference in Washington.

"This agreement demonstrates our shared vision 
for sustainable industrial growth powered by clean 
energy."

The signing took place as the U.S. and DRC 
advance discussions on a broader minerals, 
infrastructure, and security pact aimed at 
promo�ng private investment by U.S. companies 
in Africa's energy and mining sectors.

Powering Congo's Mining Boom

(DFC) and will also pursue feasibility funding from 
the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) as 
well as export credits from the U.S. Export-Import 
Bank (EXIM).

Swiss-based Mitrelli Group will partner with 
Hydro-Link on project execu�on, while Sargent & 
Lundy, a U.S. engineering firm, will provide 
technical and design services.

A Liberalized Market Opportunity

Congo's decision to liberalize its energy sector a 
decade ago has opened the door for private 
investors to generate, transmit, and market 
electricity independently—a rarity in the African 
energy landscape.

"It's one of the only countries in Africa where you 
can manage the en�re value chain privately," Hinks 
noted. "That makes Congo one of the most exci�ng 
fron�ers for private power investment on the 
con�nent."

A Step Toward a Greener, Stronger Economy

The Hydro-Link project marks a pivotal step toward 
strengthening DRC's energy security and 
suppor�ng sustainable industrializa�on. By 
harnessing Angola's hydropower poten�al to fuel 
Congo's mineral-rich economy, the ini�a�ve 
represents a  model for regional energy 
coopera�on and a new era of green growth in 
Central Africa.

DRC and Hydro-Link Sign $1.5 Billion 
Deal to Power Mining Belt with Angolan Hydropower

Congo's Gécamines and 
ERG Seal New Mining Deal 
Amid Controversy



DRC & ZMB Local News

on the Zambian economy and on local 

businesses:

Posi�ve outcomes might include:

Increased business opportuni�es for local 

suppliers and contractors.

More jobs for Zambians in both skilled and 

unskilled roles in mining opera�ons.

Greater capacity building among local 

businesses, par�cularly those who adapt to 

new regulatory and quality expecta�ons.

Improved reten�on of value and revenue 

within Zambia, through domes�cally supplied 

goods and services.

Challenges that may arise include:

Ensuring that local firms have the capacity 

(technical, financial, logis�cal) to meet the 

quality, volume, and �ming requirements for 

mining contracts.

Avoiding delays or cost overruns if new 

regulatory requirements are not clear, or if 

compliance is too burdensome.

Ensuring transparency and fairness in the 

alloca�on of contracts to avoid favori�sm or 

corrup�on.

Monitoring and enforcement: without 

effec�ve oversight, the obliga�ons in the SI 

could be weakly applied.

n a move aimed at strengthening local Ipar�cipa�on in the mining sector, 

President Hakainde Hichilema has 

authorised the signing of the Mining Local 

Content Statutory Instrument (SI).

The decision, confirmed during the Zambia 

Mining and Investment Insaka in Lusaka, tasks 

M i n e s  M i n i s t e r  Pa u l  K a b u s w e  w i t h 

implemen�ng regula�ons designed to require 

mining companies to give preference to 

Zambian-owned businesses, employ Zambian 

na�onals, and support domes�c supplier 

development.

Key Facts

The SI introduces legal obliga�ons for mining 

firms to source goods and services from local 

suppliers, employ ci�zens, and invest in 

capacity building.

According to government sources, 40% of 

procurement by mining companies will be 

reserved for local suppliers under the new 

regula�on.

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p h a s i s e s  s t r i c t 

enforcement. Local suppliers are expected to 

meet required standards of quality and 

delivery.

Poten�al Impacts

The new SI is expected to have several effects 

What Local Businesses Need to Do

For local suppliers hoping to benefit, there are 
steps to take now:

Review the SI (once publicly available) to 
understand requirements for procurement, 
standards, and qualifica�on.

Assess and, if needed, improve capacity in 
areas like product/service quality, delivery 
�melines, and compliance with regulatory or 
industry standards.

Explore partnerships or joint ventures where 
technical or scale gaps exist.

Stay engaged with Ministry of Mines, 
contractor associa�ons, and regulatory bodies 
to track implementa�on �melines, guidance 
documents, and support programmes.

The authorisa�on of the Local Content 
Statutory Instrument marks a legal turning 
point in Zambia's efforts to ensure that mining 
contributes more directly to local economic 
development.

If implemented as wri�en with sufficient 
support for local firms, and aligned with clear 
oversight, the SI has the poten�al to shi� a 
greater share of mining sector value toward 
Zambian suppliers and workers.

However, its ul�mate effec�veness will depend 
on how quickly the regula�on is rolled out, how 
businesses prepare, and how rigorously 
standards and compliance are enforced.

Zambia Enacts Local Content SI 
to Boost Local Participation 
in the Mining Sector
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Minister of Mines and Minerals Development, 
Hon. Paul C. Kabuswe, praised the transi�on from 
paper-based systems to a modern digital archive 
as a "major step forward" for the mining sector.

He explained that the pla�orm would streamline 
data storage and retrieval while empowering 
decision-makers to manage Zambia's resources 
more effec�vely.

Dr. Hapenga Kabeta, Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry, highlighted the innova�on's poten�al to 
revolu�onize the mining industry by providing 
secure, efficient, and accessible geological data. 
He added that the system would a�ract 
investment, foster transparency, and encourage 
innova�on.

From the private sector, Mr. Tuleyone Mpengula, 

IT and Digitalisa�on Lead at Kobold Metals, 

he Government of Zambia has officially Tlaunched the  countr y ' s  first-ever 
Geological Survey Department (GSD) 

Digital Store, a landmark step in na�onal digital 
transforma�on and smarter natural resource 
management. The launch ceremony was held at 
the Taj Pamodzi Hotel in Lusaka.

Speaking at the event, Ms. Kasali Musenge, Ac�ng 
Na�onal Coordinator of the Smart Zambia 
In s�tu te ,  reaffirmed  th e  govern ment ' s 
commitment to hos�ng and managing the 
pla�orm locally.

"This ini�a�ve underscores our dedica�on to 
building home-grown digital solu�ons that are 
not only reliable but also sustainable, while 
strengthening Zambia's posi�on in the regional 
digital economy," Musenge said.

stressed the importance of partnerships in driving 

na�ona l  progress .  He  commended the 

collabora�on between public and private 

stakeholders that made the project possible.

The GSD Digital Store will serve as a gateway to 

informed decision-making and a catalyst for 

sustainable explora�on and growth. It provides 

seamless access to decades of geological 

publica�ons and datasets through a secure, user-

friendly pla�orm integrated with advanced 

analy�cal tools.

The pla�orm is expected to benefit researchers, 

investors, geologists, and the general public, 

transforming how geological resources are 

accessed and managed in Zambia.

DRC & ZMB Local News

DRC 
Mines Minister 
Calls for 
African Mineral
Revolution 

dynamic popula�on, and the incen�ves provided 
by new industrial development zones.

"If you are interested in cri�cal and essen�al 
minerals," he said, "start developing value chains 
in Africa."

Explora�on and AI in Mining

He stressed that explora�on is the founda�on of 
mining, highligh�ng that today's investments in 
explora�on create tomorrow's mines.

Kabamba underscored the role of ar�ficial 
intelligence (AI) in accelera�ng explora�on 
through advanced data processing, including 
satellite-based data, to iden�fy new mineral 
resources.

He also highlighted the green energy transi�on, 
warning that the world will need more copper than 
ever before:

"If you want the world to go green, we'll have to 
mine more copper in the next 25 years than has 
ever been mined in history. That's a $450-billion 
investment."

Other cri�cal minerals, including lithium and 
cobalt, will also play a central role. Kabamba urged 

RC Mines Minister Urges Africa to Drive DMineral Beneficia�on and Value Chains at 
Africa Mining Week 2025.

The era of "feel-good" interna�onal mee�ngs is 
over, declared Democra�c Republic of Congo (DRC) 
Mines Minister Louis Watum Kabamba, as he 
delivered a keynote address at the opening of 
Africa Mining Week 2025 in Cape Town. His 
message was clear: "It's �me for results."

Africa's Resource Power

"Africa is rising," Kabamba stated. "We must, as a 
region, take control of our resources."

He described this as part of the broader African 
Revolu�on, emphasising that mining is not just 
about extrac�on but also about infrastructure, 
industrialisa�on, and community development.

"The end goal is to create wealth and share it 
equitably among stakeholders. The world needs us 
to stand up and do this correctly."

Beneficia�on and Value Chains

Kabamba outlined the advantages of mineral 
beneficia�on within Africa, no�ng the proximity to 
resource deposits, the con�nent's young and 

African na�ons to iden�fy their own priority 
resources and build policies and reforms to 
support them.

DRC's Posi�on in the Global Market

Kabamba stressed the DRC's unrivalled mineral 
poten�al:

"The DRC is a country with a mineral endowment 
second to none. It is an a�rac�ve investment 
des�na�on, provided you do your homework."

He acknowledged that conflict had damaged parts 
of Africa's mining landscape but reaffirmed his 
government's commitment to turning the DRC's 
resources into long-term wealth through 
beneficia�on and explora�on, no�ng that vast 
areas remain underexplored.

A Global Responsibility

Kabamba closed with a reminder of global 
responsibility:

"The Earth is like a spaceship, and there are no 
passengers—only crew members. We don't only 
have rights; we have obliga�ons. The future is here, 
the future is now."
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Zambia Launches First Geological Survey Digital 
Store to Boost Mining Transparency and Investment



University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Valor's method uses ligands—specialized 
molecules that selec�vely bind to metals in 
solu�on when exposed to an electric current. 
For example, ligands could be programmed to 
extract copper or rare earth elements while 
leaving nickel untouched.

The technology has the poten�al to be applied 
to hard rock mining, recycled ba�eries, and 
even deep-sea nodules. According to Sinha, it 
could be at least ten �mes cheaper and faster 
than tradi�onal processing methods while 
genera�ng zero waste, though large-scale 
tes�ng is s�ll required.

Building a Cri�cal Minerals Supply Chain in the 
US

Sinha, 44, said part of his mo�va�on for leaving 

he former head of Glencore's recycling Tbusiness, Kunal Sinha, has launched a 
US-based metals processing company 

aimed at significantly reducing the cost and 
�me required to refine copper and other 
cri�cal minerals.

The move comes as Washington and other 
governments intensify pressure on industry to 
develop domes�c processing capabili�es to 
strengthen supply chains for AI servers, 
defense systems, and advanced electronics. 
Currently, the United States processes very 
few cri�cal minerals, while China dominates 
global refining capacity.

Sinha, who spent nearly 14 years at Glencore 
before stepping down last week, has founded 
Valor, a New York-based processing startup 
leveraging technology developed at the 

Glencore was the opportunity to build a 
company from the ground up.

"There is a lot of value to be created by 
improving minerals processing in the West," he 
noted.

In addi�on to leading Valor, Sinha also serves as 
an advisor to rare earth magnet startup 
REalloys and is an investor in magnesium 
processing company Magrathea.

Valor has begun a fundraising push to support 
the construc�on of a demonstra�on plant in 
either Massachuse�s or New York.  I f 
successful, the company expects to achieve 
full-scale commercial produc�on of at least five 
metals within two to three years.

Glencore declined to comment on Sinha's 
departure.

Former Glencore Recycling ChiefLaunches US Startup 
to Revolutionize Critical Minerals Processing

www.blurockmining.com
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prepare the next genera�on of scien�sts and 

equip young researchers to contribute to the 

sustainable development of our country."

T h e  t ra i n i n g  b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  S N G - C 

professionals and UNIKOL students and will run 

for fi�een days, from September 29 to October 

10, 2025. It will blend theore�cal instruc�on, 

prac�cal so�ware training, and fieldwork. The 

formal distribu�on of training materials 

marked the official start of ac�vi�es.

A Milestone in Knowledge Transfer and 

Scien�fic Innova�on

This training programme — born from the 

strategic partnership between France and the 

DRC through their geological services — 

represents a major step in technology transfer, 

capacity building, and scien�fic innova�on.

It reinforces the shared commitment to 

sustainable resource development and 

strengthens the scien�fic founda�on for the 

future of the DRC's geological sector.

he University of Kolwezi (UNIKOL) Tofficially launched the Geological and 
Geochemical Mapping Training on 

Monday, September 29, 2025, under the FEF 
Project — a strategic ini�a�ve aimed at 
developing the Na�onal Geoscien�fic Data 
Bank for the Democra�c Republic of Congo 
(DRC).

This programme is the result of a collabora�ve 
partnership between the Bureau of Geological 
and Mining Research (BRGM), the French 
Na�onal Geological Survey, and the Na�onal 
Geological Survey of Congo (SNG-C).

Strategic Scien�fic Coopera�on

Funded by the French Embassy, the project 
seeks to equip the DRC with a modern system 
for managing and sharing geoscien�fic data — 
a vital tool for sustainable planning and the 
responsible development of natural resources.

Yannick Callec, BRGM mission leader, stated:

"Training must be seen as a sustainable 

transfer of knowledge. It strengthens na�onal 
exper�se and enhances geological mapping 
and explora�on."

Science as a Driver of Development

In his opening remarks, Professor Sage Ngoy, 
Dean of the Faculty of Sciences at UNIKOL, 
emphasized the project's intellectual and 
societal importance:

"Shared knowledge is transforma�ve. Every 
piece of data collected contributes to 
understanding our world and shaping our 
future."

He encouraged par�cipants to approach the 
training as an "ini�atory journey", guided by 
both rigor and passion.

Empowering the Next Genera�on of Congolese 
Scien�sts

Éric Mantuila, Technical Director of SNG-C, 
highlighted the inclusive and forward-looking 
goals of the programme:

"The partnerships we are building today aim to 

Technology & Innovation

University of Kolwezi Launches Geological 
and Geochemical Mapping Training under FEF Project



According to Toronto-based research firm Adamas 
Intelligence, which tracks EV ba�ery metal 
deployment across 120 countries, the DRC's export 
strategy has jolted the market back to life.

In August, the global cobalt ba�ery market was 
valued at $180.1 million, the highest since December 
2022. The average cobalt content per EV climbed 
above $70 per vehicle, up from less than $40 earlier 
in the year.

Installed tonnage of nickel, cobalt, and manganese 
now accounts for more than half the value of the 
global ba�ery metals basket, which totaled $1.28 
billion in August. This comes despite the growing 
adop�on of LFP (lithium iron phosphate) ba�eries, 
which contain no cobalt, over NCM (nickel-cobalt-
manganese) chemistries.

The shi� toward high-nickel cathodes is also 
reducing cobalt intensity, with cathode formula�ons 
containing less than 10% cobalt now dominant 
worldwide. Even so, the combined value of nickel, 
cobalt, and manganese deployed in EVs—including 
plug-in hybrids and conven�onal hybrids—reached 

 surge in supply from the Democra�c ARepublic of Congo (DRC)—which produces 
about 80% of the world's cobalt—combined 

with sluggish demand from the electric vehicle (EV) 
sector, drove cobalt prices to historic lows at the 
beginning of 2025.

Copper output in the DRC, much of it controlled by 
Chinese companies, rose sharply in 2024, driving a 
nearly 40% increase in the country's cobalt 
produc�on. In February, however, the Congolese 
government imposed a four-month export ban, later 
extending it in June.

The restric�ons quickly reverberated through the 
market. Cobalt sulphate prices in China, a cri�cal 
input for EV ba�eries, surged more than 90% from 
January to August, reaching an average of $6,947 per 
tonne. While s�ll far below the 2022 peak of $19,000 
per tonne, the rebound highlights cobalt's renewed 
market strength.

Cobalt demand in EV ba�eries overtook other 
sectors such as aerospace several years ago. 

$4.93 billion between January and August 2025.

It's important to note that installed tonnage figures 
exclude material losses during processing, chemical 
conversion, and ba�ery produc�on scrap. These 
inefficiencies—o�en in the double digits—mean 
actual required tonnages and revenues at the mine 
level are significantly higher.

Congo-based CMOC, the world's top cobalt 
producer, con�nues to ramp up produc�on. 
Meanwhile, Glencore, the second-largest producer, 
warned last month that a significant por�on of its 
2025 cobalt output may remain unsold.

The future market impact hinges on Kinshasa's next 
move. If the DRC eases restric�ons, the release of 
stockpiled cobalt could once again flood the market, 
suppressing prices.

The United States, an�cipa�ng vola�lity, has already 
taken ac�on. In its first cobalt tender since 1990, the 
Department of Defense announced plans to secure 
7,500 tonnes over five years. While a notable step, 
the purchase falls far short of absorbing the poten�al 
glut should Congo reopen its export pipeline.

For the DRC, where raw material exports 
dominate the economy, nickel price trends are 
a cri�cal barometer of public revenues and 
macroeconomic stability.

Strategic Importance of Nickel

Tradi�onally used in the produc�on of stainless 
steel—valued for its resistance to corrosion 
and high temperatures—nickel has gained new 
strategic significance in the global energy 
transi�on.

It is now a vital component in the manufacture 
of electric vehicle (EV) ba�eries, as well as in 
the aerospace and medical technology sectors. 
This rising demand has strengthened its role as 
a cri�cal mineral for future industries.

Global Supply Dynamics

The global nickel supply is heavily influenced by 

he interna�onal price of nickel, a key Texport for the Democra�c Republic of 
Congo (DRC), edged down by 0.09% to 

USD 13,342.90 per ton, compared to USD 
13,355.24 the previous week, according to 
data released by the Ministry of Foreign 
Trade.

This modest decline follows a 0.33% increase 
recorded during the week of September 15, 
when nickel traded at USD 13,400.23 per ton. 
The back-to-back shi�s underscore the 
vola�lity of the global nickel market.

Drivers of Price Fluctua�ons

Commodity price movements, including those 
in mining, agriculture, and forestry, are largely 
driven by supply and demand dynamics, as well 
as disrup�ons in the global supply chain.

leading producers such as Indonesia, Australia, 
Brazil, and the Philippines, whose produc�on 
levels strongly impact pricing trends.

While the DRC remains underexploited in 
nickel produc�on, experts believe the country 
could seize opportuni�es created by the 
energy transi�on boom, provided it develops 
its resources within a sustainable and 
investment-friendly framework.

Outlook for the DRC

As the global market shi�s toward clean energy 
and advanced technologies, the DRC's 
untapped nickel reserves could become a 
strategic asset.

Ensuring transparent governance, investor 
confidence, and sustainable prac�ces will be 
key to transforming this poten�al into long-
term economic growth.

Cobalt Prices Rebound  as DRC's Export Ban 
Reshapes Global Battery Market
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growing concern over Beijing's dominance of 
global supply chains for cri�cal minerals.

The failed sale le� Chemaf scrambling for 
alterna�ves even as the firm struggles to service 
debt and complete its two major projects: an 
upgrade of the Étoile mine and the construc�on 
of Mutoshi, which is designed to produce 16,000 
tons of cobalt and 50,000 tons of copper 
annually.

In 2022, Trafigura arranged a $600 million loan to 
finance the developments, but the funding has 
not been enough to offset moun�ng pressures.

Chemaf's output has so far been rela�vely 
modest—it produced about 20,000 tons of 
copper in 2023—but its future projects represent 
a strategic prize in global minerals compe��on. 
Mutoshi, once opera�onal, is expected to rank 
among the world's largest cobalt mines.

That prospect has made Chemaf a focal point in 
the wider geopoli�cal tug-of-war between 
Washington and Beijing. Bloomberg reported in 
July that a U.S.-led consor�um, involving former 
special forces and intelligence professionals and 
backed by Orion Resource Partners, had emerged 
as the leading bidder to acquire the company.

If successful, the deal could mark a significant 
step in U.S. efforts to counter China's dominance 
in ba�ery metals and secure alterna�ve supplies 
for electric vehicles, aerospace, and defense 
industries.

 copper and cobalt producer in the ADemocra�c Republic of Congo (DRC) has 
warned it may halt opera�ons in 

November if it cannot secure new investment, 
underscoring the moun�ng tension between 
the United States and China over access to 
cri�cal minerals.

Chemaf Resources Ltd., backed by commodi�es 
trader Trafigura Group, has been searching for a 
buyer for more than two years a�er financial 
difficul�es stalled its flagship projects.

The company, which employs about 3,000 
people ,  sa id  i t  faces  "s ign ificant  and 
unsustainable financial pressure" and will be 
forced to cease produc�on and related 
opera�ons at the end of November if no investor 
is found, according to an internal email from 
Chairman Shiraz Virji seen by Bloomberg News.

Chemaf did not respond to requests for 
comment.

Chemaf's troubles deepened earlier this year 
when a planned sale to Norin Mining, a unit of 
China's state-owned Norinco Group, collapsed in 
March a�er Congolese authori�es withheld 
approval.

State miner Gécamines, which owns the permit 
for Chemaf's flagship Mutoshi project, objected 
to the deal. The U.S. government also urged 
President Félix Tshisekedi's administra�on to 
block the transfer, reflec�ng Washington's 

The uncertainty surrounding Chemaf comes 
against a backdrop of shi�ing Congolese mining 
policy. The country, which produces about 
three-quarters of the world's cobalt, recently 
banned exports of the mineral, though some 
shipments will resume in mid-October under 
newly announced quotas.

The government has capped exports at around 
97,000 tons for 2026 and 2027—less than half of 
the country's 2023 cobalt output. The move is 
intended to encourage more in-country 
processing but has added pressure to companies 
like Chemaf already facing financial and 
opera�onal constraints.

For now, Chemaf's survival hinges on securing a 
new investor capable of restructuring debt and 
comple�ng stalled projects.

"We have intensified our efforts to iden�fy a 
suitable investor," Virji wrote to employees on 
September 16. But without one, he warned, 
opera�ons will end in November.

The poten�al shutdown threatens jobs, 
produc�on, and broader investor confidence in 
the DRC's mining sector—at a �me when global 
demand for copper and cobalt is rising sharply. It 
also underscores how the ba�le for Congo's 
mineral wealth is as much about geopoli�cs as it 
is about economics.

Battery Metals

DRC's Chemaf Faces 
Closure as Global Battle for Cobalt Heats Up

Formalising the Manganese Sector

Luapula Province has emerged as a significant hub 
for manganese mining, with many small-scale 
miners contribu�ng to local output. However, 
limited formal trading structures have o�en led to 
price distor�ons, smuggling, and revenue loss.

The establishment of buying centres aims to address 
these challenges by streamlining sales channels, 
ensuring miners receive �mely payments, and 
promo�ng  compl iance  wi th  government 
regula�ons.

The centres will also help improve data collec�on 
and repor�ng within the sector, suppor�ng more 
informed policy and investment decisions.

Building on Experience from the Gold Sector

ZCCM-IH's experience in formalising the gold trade 
through similar buying centres has demonstrated 
the effec�veness of structured mineral trading 
systems.

These ini�a�ves have enhanced accountability, 

CCM Investments Holdings Plc (ZCCM-IH) Zhas  announced  p lans  to  establ i sh 
manganese buying centres in Luapula 

Province as part of a broader strategy to improve 
transparency, efficiency, and value crea�on in 
Zambia's mining sector.

The ini�a�ve is designed to enable small-scale 
miners to sell their manganese through a formal, 
structured process. The buying centres will serve as 
collec�on and aggrega�on points, helping miners 
access fair market prices while ensuring that 
produc�on meets na�onal and interna�onal 
standards.

The centres are expected to promote be�er 
organisa�on, traceability, and transparency in the 
manganese trade. They will also help to consolidate 
produc�on for export, crea�ng a more predictable 
and efficient supply chain that benefits both miners 
and the wider economy.

improved earnings for small-scale miners, and 
curbed informal trading prac�ces.

The company now plans to apply the same model to 
the manganese sector and other minerals, 
reinforcing Zambia's efforts to build a more 
transparent and sustainable mining industry.

Driving Local Value Crea�on and Exports

The new centres are expected to create local jobs in 
logis�cs, mineral grading, and transporta�on while 
s�mula�ng  economic  grow th  in  min ing 
communi�es.

By consolida�ng produc�on through ZCCM-IH, 
Zambia will be able to secure be�er export terms, 
a�ract processing investments, and boost foreign 
exchange earnings.

As global demand for manganese con�nues to rise, 
par�cularly in steel manufacturing and electric 
vehicle ba�eries, Zambia is posi�oning itself to 
capture greater value from its resources through 
structured trade, local beneficia�on, and 
responsible mining prac�ces.

ZCCM-IH to Establish Manganese Buying 
Centres in Luapula to Strengthen 
Zambia's Mineral Value Chain
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